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NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for September 2010   
 The subject has 
come up in two different 
meetings of the church 
within the last month.  
Who “decides” whether or 
not a person is tithing?   

 Tithing is a per-
centage approach to shar-
ing the blessings God has 
bestowed upon you.  In 
the area of finance, tithing 
is a decision to give a pro-
portion of one’s income 
and receipts to the work of 
building God’s kingdom 
upon the earth.  By way of 
contrasting, an offering is 
when a person decides to 
give a set amount of 
money and a tithe is when 
a person decides to give a 
set percentage from their 
income and receipts.  And, 
traditionally, a tithe has 
been understood as being 
one tenth of one’s income 
and receipts.   

 Gobin Memorial is 
blessed in that many (if 
not most) of our good 
people tithe to the church 
whether that be 2%, 5%, 
or 10%.  And, Gobin Me-
morial is blessed in that 
many (if not most) of our 
good people make a 
pledge to the church each 
year during the Steward-

ship Campaign.  Some, if 
not most, do both at the 
same time.  For instance, 
person H decides that she 
is going to tithe eight per-
cent (8%) of her income 
and receipts for the calen-
dar year; on her pledge 
card she may list that she 
is tithing and list an ex-
pected amount that her 
tithing is expected to raise 
based upon her present 
income and receipts.  So, 
she is tithing AND has 
listed a pledged amount at 
the same time.  That 
pledged amount is then 
used by the Stewardship 
and Finance Committees 
and the Church Council 
when drafting the operat-
ing budget for the next 
year.  On average for most 
Protestant churches, sev-
enty percent (70%) of an 
operating budget is based 
upon pledges that have 
been given for the next 
year.   

 Now here comes 
the issue!  Let’s say per-
son H has pledged eight 
percent and listed her 
pledge amount as, say, 
$100,000.  During the 
year she includes a dona-
tion through the church to 
a mission cause (how 

about Away Home Shel-
ter) for $20,000.  Her giv-
ing to the budget of the 
church is now in the 
amount of $80,000 and, 
unless that money comes 
from other sources, the 
church budget will now be 
$20,000 in the red.  She 
has still given the full 
amount of $100,000 and 
she has still tithed eight 
percent of her income and 
receipts.  And, the church 
is having as many pie 
sales and fundraisers as 
possible to make up that 
“missing” $20,000! 

 In her mind person 
H has still honored her 
tithe commitment and the 
amount of her pledge.  
And, for the church’s 
sake, the thing that needs 
to be clarified is that the 
pledge that people are 
asked to make for deter-
mining the budget is 
strictly expected monies 
for the operating budget of 
the church.  Generally 
speaking, the various mis-
sions we support are not 
part of our operating 
budget (for instance, the 
first, second, third and 
fourth quarter Mission 
projects).                                     
 (con’t on page 2) 
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No Oranges Please!!! Cont’d  
During the month of Septem-
ber Gobin Memorial is once 
again having a Stewardship 
Campaign.  You’ll be asked to 
pledge to the operating budget 
of the church.  I hope you’ll 
prayerfully consider giving.  
And, I hope you’ll also con-
sider tithing to the work of 
building God’s kingdom upon 
the earth.  As you do that, keep 

in mind the amount of your 
tithe that you want to have 
used for the operating budget 
and the amount you want to 
use for missions or other uses 
to further God’s kingdom.  It 
would help our committees if 
you fill in the pledge cards ac-
cordingly.   

 I thank you once again 
for all that you are currently 

doing by way of your tithes 
and offerings.  And, I thank 
you in advance for participat-
ing in our pledge campaign.  
And, of course, any pledges of 
$100,000 would be greatly      
appreciated!   
                       
P.T. Wilson  (with assistance 
from Jeff Hansen) 

� A Report on the Confirmation Field Trips     by P.T. Wilson 

Several people have inquired about the recent Confirmation Field Trips taken during July.  

On July 13th we traveled to several locations in Indianapolis on the theme of “The History of 
the Methodist People.”  At Robert’s Park UMC we analyzed their sanctuary (on the second and 
third floor), explored their history room filled with photos and brochures, and saw a variety of 
small chapels and restrooms (ask about the women’s restroom where people got lost!).  The 
stained glass windows at the Scottish Rite Cathedral tell Biblical stories intertwined with his-
tory and interpretation while their cafeteria overlooks the area where most lawyers are initiated 
into the Indiana Bar.  The new headquarters for The Indiana Conference of the United Method-
ist Church is easy to spot from Interstate 465 but rather difficult to get to by back roads.  The 
staff of St. Luke’s UMC hosted us for nearly two hours.  The building provided places that 
were both parallel to what we find at Gobin Memorial as well as unique spots (an art gallery, a 
bookstore, and a “cemetery” within the church).  We ended the day at a Barnes and Noble since 
Cokesbury’s Indianapolis store is now closed; while there we raised the question of how you 
can discern when a religious or spiritually oriented work fits in well with the United Methodist 
four guidelines for spiritual authority. 

On July 27th we traveled over two hundred miles on the theme of “Current Issues for the Meth-
odist People.”  We met with Rev. David Powell who is the Chair of Disaster Response for Indi-
ana, Susan Bennett at the Lebanon Home for Children (an United Methodist Agency originally 
founded in Greencastle), and Carolyn Marshall (four-time former secretary of General Confer-
ence) who is now the Executive Director of The Lucille Raines Residence [our field trips’ fa-
vorite site for current mission work in Indiana!].  We traveled to Bloomington where we met 
with Rev. Bob Epps who discussed current mission needs in one’s own area, and we toured 
from the outside Bloomington First United Methodist Church and discussed their inner city 
ministry to the homeless as well as their three sites for worship (including a theatre!).   

Before each field trip there was heavy reading required.  This gave us the tools for gaining in-
sights and asking in-depth questions about each location visited and the mission work being 
done by each speaker.  And, in reflection, each of us gained a new understanding of Gobin Me-
morial’s mission and place of importance in our community. 
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 August 29, 2010 First Sunday of Kingdomtide        
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Text:    Matthew 5:  38-42     
    Message:   “Turn the Other Cheek”    
    Hymns:   #  57   “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  
        #451 “Be Thou My Vision”    
        #530 “Are Ye Able” 
 

 September 5, 2010 Labor Day Sunday, Stewardship Sunday #1, and Holy Communion   
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Text:    Matthew 6:  2-4     
    Meditation:   “Being Rewarded”     
    Hymns:   #504 “The Old Rugged Cross”   
        #617 “I Come with Joy” 

 September 12, 2010 Stewardship Sunday #2        
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Text:    Matthew 6:  19-21     
    Message:   “Storing Treasure”     
    Hymns:   #  77 “How Great Thou Art”   
        #159 “Lift High the Cross”    
        #344 “Lord, You Have Come …” 

 September 19, 2010 Stewardship Sunday #3        
    Children’s Message:  Teddy Shuck      
    Text:    Matthew 7:  7-11     
    Sermon:   “Ask, Search, Knock”     
    Hymns:   #  64 “Holy, Holy, Holy”    
        #  87 “What Gift Can We Bring”   
        #396 “Oh Jesus, I Have Promised” 

 September 26, 2010 DePauw’s Family Weekend Multi-Faith Worship Service    
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Special Guest Speaker: Rev. Katherine Smanik, Director of the   
        Center for Spiritual Life, DePauw    
    Hymns:   “Wonders Still the World Shall Witness”  
        “God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale” 
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9/01  Drew Swalley 

9/03  Barbara Jackson 

9/06  Jane Long 

9/06  Lisa Trigg 

9/12  Kelsey Grzesiek 

9/15  Marilyn Culler 

9/15  Eli Tharpe 

9/19  Michael Moore 

9/20  Steve Setchell 

9/21  Harriett Dobson 

9/21  Gerald George 

9/22  Bobby Hopkins 

9/22  Lottie Barcus 

9/22  Brad Tharpe 

9/24  Alexis Buchanan 

9/25  Karen Hamm 

9/27  John Clodfelter 

9/27  Evelyn Taylor 

9/27  Katie Elkins 

9/27  Dylan Barcus 
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p. 5    Dick & Virginia Hurley’s correct telephone number is:                                                
    (828)274-4231                                                                             
p. 9    Remove Gary Ring from listing — Death                                                      
p. 9    Remove Tom & Nana Rising from listing—                          
    Membership withdrawn                                                               

    Gobin membership as of August 26th is 206. 
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September 12, 2010  6pm  Bible Study, Congo Style 
 

Rev. Dr. Bob Walters is the director of Friendly Planet Missiology.  He and his daughter 
are missionaries to the country of Congo in Africa.  Bob spoke at Gobin Memorial during 
worship in November, 2009, and gave an excellent mission program following a pitch-in 
after worship.  Bob is scheduled to do the same this coming November 7th.  And, an excit-
ing opportunity has come our way to more directly experience this project for which we 
are raising $1000 as one of two endeavors for the Third Quarter Missions giving.   

Bob and a District Superintendent from the Congo branch of the United Methodist 
Church are riding bicycles in Indiana during a month-long, thousand-mile campaign to 
educate the people of Indiana about this mission.  They will be at Gobin Memorial 
Church on Sunday evening, and our cluster churches are invited to join with us in coffee 
and dessert.  Afterwards these two guests will be sharing information about this mission 
as well as leading us in a Bible Study in the style used by United Methodist Christians in 
the Congo.  Come prepared to actively participate!   
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Celebration of Women—Sunday, September 26th  
 Gobin’s United Methodist Women would like to invite all 
women to our annual Celebration of Women entitled “The Winged 
Wonders” on Sunday, September 26th from  3-5pm.  This year’s pro-
gram will highlight the “Yellow Pages”, a duo of Christian women, who 
will entertain with their chalk music program of “God’s Miracle”.   

 This is a time to celebrate all of us as Women of God with unique gifts, talents, and abilities to 
share with all.  It is a time to meet and greet each other in a relaxed and fun atmosphere along with the 
United Methodist Women within our West District Cluster from Fillmore, Bainbridge, Brick Chapel, 
Cloverdale, and Putnamville United Methodist Churches.   

 Refreshments will include a delicious dessert bar and beverages.  Since everyone always wants to 
try a little slice of each tasty treat, we want to be sure to have enough desserts for all.  Please RSVP to                
Denise Thede in the Gobin church office at (765)658-6003, at gobin@gobinumc.org, or sign-up on the 
sign up sheet on the table just outside the Gobin church office by September 19, 2010.   

 Come for the party, stay for the fellowship, and leave with God’s purpose for you as a woman!! 

West District United Methodist 
Women’s Fall Annual Meeting                  

at Crawfordsville First UMC                      
9am-3pm   Speaker: Kayc Mykrantz,                       

Conference Co- Lay Leader��6� ����*�
	�����'������	     
'Go Ye?? - Matthew 28 in the 21st Century' � 
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UMW Annual Conference Meeting  

at Castleton UMC                                             
Friday & Saturday Oct. 8th & 9th                          
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Gobin and Friends Donate 37 Units of Blood                                                 
to American Red Cross  
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A Card of Thanks                                              
From Judi Curtis Brown  

You made my day very beautiful . . .                             
my heart very glad.  Thank you                          

Your sister in Christ, Judi Curtis Brown 

To all,                                                                  
 For all your love, support, and prayers 
during my period of cancer crisis, I humbly thank 
you.                                                               
 For your well-wishes, encouragement, 
and kindness now during my remission, I humbly 
thank you.                                                                 
 And now for your financial help to make 
my 3 Day Walk for a cure a reality, I humbly 
thank you.                                                      
   Luke 6:30-35      
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I have a new job at the Conference Level. I met with the parent group for the first time August 7 in Indi-
anapolis. It is the Indiana Conference Mission Resource Team, and we are directly connected to the 
Board of Global Ministries through our leader who serves on the National Board of Global Ministries. My 
particular committee assignment along with 3 others is to be a Global Health Advocate. We are in the 
early stages of understanding what that means so I will have more understanding as I go along. 

But so far, I have pieces of the job that I understand. 

* I am to be in contact with all the Mission Committees in every church and the Presidents of the UMW 
in the West District. Kathy White in Brazil is my partner in this. I have asked for that e-mail list from the 
district office. 

* I am to get them in touch with Missionaries who are in our district. Lyn Gwinn has told me she has al-
ready invited an African Missionary, whose name I provided, to come to the UMW in Sept. Let’s watch 
for that. Way to go Lyn!! 

* I am to educate all the churches in the West District about Covenant Relationships: Partnering with the 
United Methodist Missionary Community. This is more than just a financial commitment, though it is that 
through The Advance where groups in a local church (Youth or Sunday School classes, etc.) pledge to 
give $5 per member annually. [I have forms for this.] I will be obtaining information about Missionaries 
who are related to our annual conference and asking you to support them in prayer, listing him/her in 
our church bulletin as an extension of our church staff, and thus enabling the local church’s support of 
God’s mission throughout the world. This is part of what it means to be a connectional church. But this 
is the job of the whole resource team. 

*For my particular job as a Global Health Advocate, my special job will be to educate all and sundry in 
the West District about Malaria, HIV/Aids, and the new GBGM focus on the poor. 

There are other parts to the larger job that I only caught a glimmer of, about which you will hear more 
later: home missions, deaconess program, immigration, etc. I have to take an on-line seminar to get up 
to speed. In the meantime to educate ourselves, the Mission Resource Committee is planning a trip to 
Epworth Forest, The Bashor Home for Children, an HIV/Aids Clinic in South Bend (state missions), the 
MidWest Distribution Center (a national mission), and a possible international site at our own expense in 
Guatemala or Costa Rica. Pray for my mission as a Global Awareness Advocate, please, and the larger 
work of the Mission Resource Team.�
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Portion of an article: Favorite Hymns                              
A UMNS Feature          By Ben Rhodes*                              

 It’s “A Mighty Fortress” for one 
person, “Fairest Lord Jesus” for another. 
They’re answering the question, “What is 
your favorite hymn in The United Methodist 
Hymnal?” 

 More than 1,500 people recently 
responded to this question on The United 
Methodist Church’s official Facebook page.  
They ranked “Here I Am, Lord” first, fol-
lowed by “How Great Thou Art,” and then 
“Amazing Grace.” 
 Several responders said that they rely 
on hymns to aid them in their daily lives.  
Jayne Broyles wrote, “I have about 10 old 
‘reliable’ (hymns) that I sing aloud or to my-
self for comfort, praise or worship as I go 
through my daily experiences.  Hymns can 
truly make the difference when accompanied 
with prayer or even as a prayer to help me 
stay on the Christian path.” 
       Angela Rocena feels similarly. 
“Every hymn has a wonderful message, per-
fect for every season in life.” 
 Terry Blake, who said “Wonderful 

Words of Life” is her favorite, finds meaning 
in old hymns, too. “The words of those cen-
tury-or-two-old hymns amaze me with how 
they still speak to us today,” she wrote. 
 The favorite hymns were tabulated 
from more than 200 unique hymns that users 
said were their favorites.  . 
Favorite Hymns 
   1. Here I Am, Lord 
   2. How Great Thou Art 
   3. Amazing Grace 
   4. Hymn of Promise 
   5. In the Garden 
   6. Lord of the Dance 
   7. It is Well with My Soul 
   8. Be Thou My Vision 
   9. Great is Thy Faithfulness 
  10. Blessed Assurance; Because He Lives 
(tie) 
  11. The Old Rugged Cross 
  12. Holy, Holy, Holy! 
  13. O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
  14. Spirit Song 
  15. Victory in Jesus 
  16. Pass it On 
  17. What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
  18. Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

  19. Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore 
  20. Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee; Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing-tie 
“What’s exciting to me is that we saw, 
through Facebook, people across the church 
excitedly engaging on a topic that’s as old as 
the denomination itself,” he said. “It strength-
ens the connection when a United Methodist 
in Topeka can reach out and, with a click of a 
mouse, say to a United Methodist 2,000 miles 
away, ‘Hey, that’s my favorite hymn, too.’” 
 Jeannette Hunt had the experience 
Hollon describes. It was possible because she 
could read the comments that preceded her 
post.  “Wonderful choices,” she wrote. “Just 
when I had decided a favorite, I read someone 
else’s idea and changed my mind!” 

 
 *Ben Rhodes is a writer with the 
Public Information Team at United Methodist 
Communications. Barbara Dunlap-Berg, in-
ternal content editor for United Methodist 
Communications, contributed to this article. 

 

                      Submitted by Lisa Trigg 


