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NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for May 2011    

 By now most of you 

have heard that my vehicle 

was burglarized just before I 

left for Phoenix on March 

28th.  One of the “necessaries” 

stolen was my calendar.  

Since returning from the West 

I feel that I’ve been flying 

blind, so to speak.   

  My apologies 

if I’ve missed any meetings 

that had been scheduled.  This 

time I’ve had a good excuse!

   

 It’s been amazing to 

me regarding the commit-

ments I remembered and the 

ones I didn’t.  I asked Denise 

in our office to copy all meet-

ings she knew I was to attend; 

likewise I received the same 

information from Lesley in 

The Center of Spiritual Life.  

That helped a great deal.  I 

remembered all of my 

planned home visitations and 

all of the counseling appoint-

ments set up for pre-marital 

planning.  For the most part I 

had remembered most of the 

congregational and University 

related meetings and having 

their lists helped fill in the 

gaps.   

 What I’ve missed 

consistently are the District 

meetings, the Annual Confer-

ence meetings, and fun events 

scheduled with friends in In-

dianapolis.  During these last 

four weeks I’ve received nu-

merous calls that begin with 

“where were you …” I apolo-

gize and explain my situation.  

Usually people understand. 

   What 

if the same would happen to 

you?  What commitments 

would still be in your head 

and what appointments might 

be forgotten?  Would others 

show understanding?   

 You and I have priori-

ties.  Sometimes these are re-

vealed to us by our calendars, 

our schedules, our commit-

ments.  At other times they 

are discounted by those items 

we simply use to fill up time.  

Usually we don’t need a cal-

endar to remind us of our chil-

dren’s birthdays, our anniver-

saries, or holiday gatherings 

with family and friends.  

However, weekly meetings 

can become routine and we 

simply forget why such meet-

ings mattered to us to begin 

with.  There are some com-

mitments we keep because we 

think we are responsible for 

doing so.  There are other 

commitments we keep be-

cause … we no longer have a 

reason for keeping them.  And 

soon without the reminder of 

our calendars we forget to 

attend.     May 

is filled with many special 

occasions.  You’ll want to 

remember Mother’s Day, 

graduation events, and Memo-

rial Weekend if for no other 

reason than the 500 Race.  

You’ll want to remember 

birthdays and anniversaries.  

You’ll feel the need to re-

member business meetings, 

weekly clubs, and monthly 

responsibilities.   

 What you remember 

without a calendar reveals 

your commitments.  And 

maybe it’s time to make a few 

adjustments to your schedule 

and to your life.  I’m realizing 

that I had become so attached 

to my immediate work com-

mitments that I’d “forgotten” 

fun events scheduled with 

friends.  That needs to 

change!  I’d forgotten District 

meetings and Annual Confer-

ence meetings, those places 

where I feel connected to the 

network of the greater church 

beyond my own neighbor-

hood.  I need to intentionally 

move my awareness and in-

volvement beyond my own 

little corner of the world.  It is 

time my calendar of sched-

uled events parallels my pri-

orities.    

 That’s just one of the 

things I’m learning from this 

lab of experiences we call life.  

I hope that it doesn’t take be-

ing burglarized for you to do 

the same.   

 

                            P.T. Wilson 

        May 2011May 2011May 2011May 2011    
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      Finance UpdateFinance UpdateFinance UpdateFinance Update                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

    The members of the Finance Committee want to thank everyone for their Extravagant Generosity 
in supporting Gobin's ministry.  We are through the first quarter of 2011 and so far Gobin's financial 
situation is holding steady.  Our budgeted income from Sunday morning offerings for the General Fund 
(what we use for everyday bills and to fund our ministry together) is about $38,850 through the first 
quarter of the year.  We have received almost $42,200.  While some of this is from people who give in 
one annual amount in January, everyone has been doing a great job of providing financial support so far 
this year.  Additionally, we have raised over $1500 via two fundraisers.  Keep up the good work! 
 The Finance Committee would also like to let everyone know that we are pursuing a couple of dif-
ferent options for completing an audit of our 2010 finances as required by our Indiana Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.  Additionally, we have implemented policies to more closely monitor our 
bank accounts and the flow of money into and out of them.  Anyone wishing to see these policies can 
obtain a copy in the church office.         
 Thanks again for your financial support of Gobin ministries and for all you do to be the hands of 

Christ in our community.                                               - Jeff Hansen, Chair of Finance 

What will our worship 

service look like? 

How many new faces will we see in 

worship and what will they look like? 

What demographic groups 

will we minister to? 

What new kinds of small group 

activities will we start? 

        What is Going On at Gobin?                                                                                                  

     Ask Yourself  This:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the kind of probing questions being asked by a group of about 30 people working on 

a project called “Gobin Alive. 

One thing is for sure.  Life as we know it at Gobin is going to change.  The dedicated individu-

als working on the project know that, and are planning careful to see to it that Gobin will be 

around for a long time to come. 

We want you to be included in the conversation.  If our church is going to change, we need to 

know what YOUR vision of that future might be. 

Please join us at Vic and Linda Hunter’s house (Airy Knob Farm) on Friday, May 6th at 

6:00pm for a chili supper and conversation about what you want Gobin to become.  Call the 

church office for directions to the Hunter’s and we will see you there! 

Yours in Peace, 

Bill Hamm 

What kind of ministry could we 

do if we partner with DePauw? 

How  will our facility be used 

two years from now? 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP !  

May 1, 2011  Celebration of Holy Communion     

   Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson    

   Text:    Mark 14:  22-25   

   Message:   “Communion Matters!”  

   Hymns:   #327 “Crown Him With Many Crowns”

       #618 “Let Us Break Bread Together”

       #304 “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”

  

May 8, 2011  Mother’s Day/Native American Ministries Sunday   

   (you’ll be invited to participate in this National offering)  

   Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson    

   Text:    John 19:  25b-27   

   Message:   “Here Is Your Mother”  

   Hymns:   #  92 “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

       #344 “Lord, You Have Come …” 

       #437 “This Is My Song” 

May 15, 2011  Children’s Sabbath       

   Children’s Message:  Teddy Shuck    

   Text:    Matthew 19:  13-15   

   Message:   “Do Not Stop Them”   

   Hymns:   #159 “Lift High the Cross”  

       #273 “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands”

       #191 “Jesus Loves Me” 

May 22, 2011  Baccalaureate Sunday       

   Message:   Special Guest SpeakerMayor Sue Murray

   Hymns:   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” 

       ”O God, Who teaches Us to Live” 

  

May 29, 2011  Memorial Day Service      

   Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson    

   Text:    Psalm 23    

   Message:   “The Valley of the Shadow…” 

   Hymns:   #577 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

       #707 “Hymn of Promise”  

       #377 It is Well With My Soul” 

June 5, 2011  Celebration of Holy Communion     

   Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson    

   Text:    Psalm 23    

   Message:   “You Prepare a Table”  

   Hymns:   #378 “Amazing Grace”  

       #625 “Come, Let Us Eat”  

       #614 “For the Bread Which You …” 



                            MAY BIRTHDAYSMAY BIRTHDAYSMAY BIRTHDAYSMAY BIRTHDAYS    

5/02  Logan Grzesiek 

5/05  Michael Thede 

5/06  Andrew Thede 

5/07  Lois Underwood 

5/07  Barb Masten 

5/07  Maura Lazar 

5/10  Rick Barcus 

5/15  Chris Buchanan 

5/16  Randy Rud 

5/18  Kathy Custis 

5/19  Leland Zellers 

5/21  Mary Lewis 

5/21  Brad Atkinson 

5/23  Jamie Barrand 

5/23  Gary Lemon 

5/24  Keith Monnett 

5/26  Jeff Hansen 

5/27  Courtney McGill 

5/27  Sarah Dobson 

5/28  Sharon High 

5/30  Bob Hedge 

5/31  John J. Baughman 

5/31  Pat Clover 
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        Directory Changes and Corrections: Directory Changes and Corrections: Directory Changes and Corrections: Directory Changes and Corrections:     
                                                                                                                                 

P. 30          Brown, Paul & Judith*                                                 

  Change home phone to 765-848-1892                                   

P. 33          Hebb, Chris                                                                

  Change email address to hebb@cinergymetro.net         

P. 33         Hopkins, Suzanne                                    

  Change email address to sbhoppy@hughes.net 

       Gobin membership as of April 27th is 201.  

SERVING ON SUNDAYS IN MAYSERVING ON SUNDAYS IN MAYSERVING ON SUNDAYS IN MAYSERVING ON SUNDAYS IN MAY    

Joe & Rita Ferguson are greeting                                                                          

newcomers and visitors for the month of May. 

 

Position 

 

 

May 1 

 

May 8 

 

May 15 

 

May 22 

 

Ushers 

Larry Bouslog        

Donna Bouslog    

Chris Buchanan 

Tina Buchanan 

LaWayne 

Engelstad         

Bob Harbison     

David Houck     

Charles Miles 

Jim High        

Sharon High     

Don Ruark          

Linda Ruark 

Larry Anderson   

Vickie Anderson  

David Bray        

Jayne Bray 

 

Communion   

Steward 

 

Marilyn Culler 

 

Marilyn Culler 

 

Marilyn Culler 

 

Marilyn Culler 

 

Fellowship 

 

JoAnn Balyeat 

 

Scott Thede 

 

Sharon High 

No Fellowship—

DPU                        

Commencement 

Assisting in the 

Nursery 

 

Harriet Watson 

 

Corrine Trigg 

 

Courtney 

Sweet 

 

Katie Hedge 

Children’s 

Church 

 

TBD 

 

TBD 

 

TBD 

 

TBD 

 

May 29 

Larry Anderson 

Vickie Anderson 

Nettie Smithers 

Lois Underwood 

 

Marilyn Culler 

 

Judy George 

 

Harriet Watson 

 

TBD 

Counters Dick Sunkel Fran Allen Pat Clover Doretta Poynter Dick Sunkel 

1111stststst    Quarter Mission                                                              Quarter Mission                                                              Quarter Mission                                                              Quarter Mission                                                              
We want to thank you good people of Gobin.    

You have been very generous,                                                               
and we have reached our goal                                                          

for the Summer Enrichment Program. 

We raised a total of $3,225.00!!! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  8:30-9:30 
Youth to walk at 

Relay and eat out 

for breakfast    

10:30am Worship 

12:00pm                   

Children’s Group 

2                      
First Mondays—             

PT in Bloomington  

7:00pm  Missions 

 

3 

4:30pm Bells                 

5:30 pm Fellowship 

at Putnam Inn                      

7:00pm Bible Study                     

4 

 

1:40pm Staff Mtg 

5 

 

6:30-8:30pm 

Leadership Dev. 

Trning Rockville 

First UMC 

6 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

7                    

8          
10:30am Worship 

(Mother’s Day) 

 

9 

                                                

 

7:00pm Trustees   

      

10 

4:30pm Bells                 

5:30 pm Fellowship 

at Putnam Inn                      

7:00pm Bible Study                     

11                                                  
 

1:40pm  Staff Mtg 

7:00pm  Education 

12  9:30am 
UMW Ex Bd         

1:30 Bethel Circle 

4:00pm  SEP               

6:30-8:30pm 

Leadership Dev. 

Trning Spencer  

13         

 

5:30pm                        

Corbin/Carrington 

Wedding Rehearsal 

14                      
8am-12pm                     

Trustee Work Day 

4:30pm  Corbin/

Carrington Wedd.                 

15 

10:30am  Worship 

16 
 

 

7:00 pm Finance                          

 

 

17  4:30pm  Bells                    
5:30 pm Fellowship 

at Putnam Inn    

7:00pm Bible Study  

6:30-8:30pm                

Leadership Dev. 

Trning TH Memo-

18                       
                              

1:40pm  Staff Mtg 

7:00pm                       

Genesis Mtg. 

 

19 
 
1:30pm                     
Aldersgate Circle 
 
7:00pm                     
Stewardship 

20                 
 
Newsletter         
Deadline                                           

21 

 

8am-12pm                     

Trustee Work Day 

(Rain date)                  
 

22                
9:15am                         

Baccalaureate Svc   

11:30am-4:30pm                  

Youth Group to 

watch DPU kids  

23 

 

7:00 pm                        

Church Council                             

 

24 

4:30pm  Bells                    

5:30 pm Fellowship 

at Putnam Inn    

7:00pm Bible Study                                       

25 

1:40pm  Staff Mtg  

 

                                                         

26 

.          

27 

                                   

28                     

29                  

10:30am Worship                

                            

30  

Memorial Day                   

Observed  -                     

Church Office Closed                       

31          
9am-3pm                          

SEP Orientation                                        

5:30 pm Fellowship 

at Putnam Inn     

    

       

May 2011 
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GOBIN ACTIVITIES 

Pastor at Wkshop 

Pastor’s Days Off 

Pastor’s Days Off 

CHANGE THE WORLD WEEK—MOVE OUT DAYS AT DEPAUW 
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ACTIVITIES AT GOBIN 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

3-4:30pm                

Lisa Trigg’s               

Girl Scouts  

3-5 R Warfield 

band rehearsal 

2 

 

 
4:00 pm  TOPS          

3 4 5 

 

4:30 pm  PCCS                       

cooking in kitchen                               

6 

  

7   9am-1pm 
TOPS Mtg bas.        

10-4 SOCM in MS 

Room                 

10-12 R Warfield                                          

11:30-10 Exalt in 

sanctuary                   

8:00pm  AA  MS          

8  
 

3-5pm              

Rod Warfield        

band rehearsal                                                    

9 
 

4:00 pm  TOPS  

 

7:30pm                        

Rehearsal for 

group in sanctuary         

10 

9:00 am Tot’s Time                      

 

5:30-8:30  Parents 

& Divorce Class           

11 

 
7:30pm                            

“Peace & Love” 

Concert  in sanct.           

12 

 

 

4:30 pm  PCCS                       

cooking in kitchen                               

13 

 

5-8pm                        

Scrapbooking                          

14                   
10am-12pm     

Warfield                   

guitar lessons            

 

8:00 pm AA mtg 

15                     
3-4:30pm             

Lisa’s Girl Scouts 

3-5pm              

Rod Warfield        

band rehearsal                     

 

16 

 

 

4:00 pm  TOPS 

17          
9:00 am Tots’ Time  

 

18                                  19 

 

4:30 pm  PCCS       

cooking in kitchen                                   

20 

. 

       

21 

10am-12pm         

Rod Warfield  

guitar lessons                    

8:00 pm AA mtg 

22                      
 

3-5pm R.Warfield 

band rehearsal            

23 

 

 

4:00 pm  TOPS 

24                
9:00 am  Tots’ Time                                  

 

25                          26 

4:30 pm  PCCS       

cooking in kitchen                                   

27 

. 

28                 
10am-12pm         

Rod Warfield  

guitar lessons                      

8:00pm AA mtg 

29 
 

3-5pm R Warfield 

band rehearsal                

 

30 

                      

4:00 pm  TOPS             

31 

9:00 am  Tots’ Time                                  

 

    

       

May 2011 
 

Exalt! rehearsing in sanctuary 

Last Days for ASE—Party will be in 

basement if bad weather 
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SEWING BEE UPDATE 

 We have made over 300 clothing protectors and 2 walker bags.  We 

have given the 2 walker bags and 6 bibs to Asbury.  The remainder of the 

clothing protectors have been taken or will be taken to the United Methodist 

Franklin Community Home.  We greatly appreciate all the donations of time 

and supplies.   We will meet on April 25, 2011  10 AM to 3 PM.    There will 

be no Sewing Bee in May or June.  We will resume on July 25, 2011 and 

continue the last Monday of each month.  

CHANGE THE WORLD WEEK!                                                                                                                             

Gobin wants to spend a whole week helping change the world!  “Change the World” is a 

global United Methodist Event, with people helping people in the name of Christ.   Our 

Mission Committee has agreed to help Kiwanis and Civic League with Move Out Days 

from May 15-22.  We have general information at this point to help with this  environ-

mentally friendly activity to recycle unused items from DePauw students. 

Stay tuned through announcements at Church and in the e-devotional as to how and when 

we will need strong arms to move furniture and clothes into trucks for recycling!. 

Baccalaureate Sunday May 22nd   

Since 1999 Gobin Memorial United Methodist Church has the honor of hosting the 

Baccalaureate Service for DePauw University.  This year’s speaker will be Sue 

Murray, Mayor of Greencastle.   

The Service begins at 9:15am and will be over by 10:15.  Sorry, but Sunday 

School will not be held on this Sunday.  This is a multi-faith worship service and 

will include spiritual readings and prayers from a variety of faith traditions as repre-

sented by the graduating class of students.   

Special Events during Sunday, May 15th Worship 

Worship on the 15th includes many special themes.  We will be recognizing graduating seniors 

from DePauw University.  Our choir will perform for the last time during this academic year.  

The sermon that morning will follow the theme of “Children’s Sabbath.”  And the worship ser-

vice will include a prayer for all those preparing for finals. 

Memorial Weekend Worship Service    

We need your help!  We’d like to recognize High School graduates on this Sun-

day.  If you have a graduate you would like to have included, please contact the 

church office before May 16th.   

Summer Specials During Worship    

Beginning May 29th, dates are available for you to offer your talents and service in providing 

Specials during the summer worship services.  These may include music (vocal or instrumen-

tal), the sharing of an inspirational reading or poem, or thoughts or reflections on a particular 

theme that has been reviewed in advance by Pastor Wilson.  There are only fourteen times 

available so select your date and volunteer quickly!   
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     SPRING OUTSIDE WORK DAY– SAT MAY 14 

Bring your outdoor gloves, shears, hoes, leaf & lawn 

rakes and some old-fashioned muscle as we spruce up 

the outside areas around the church.  On Saturday, May 14th we will need 

some help to clean up the outside church grounds from 8am-12pm.  The 

more that help, the easier the job for everyone!  In case of inclement 

weather, the rain date will be Saturday, May 21 from 8am-12pm. 

PIZZA SALE A BIG SUCCESS!!PIZZA SALE A BIG SUCCESS!!PIZZA SALE A BIG SUCCESS!!PIZZA SALE A BIG SUCCESS!!    

Thanks to everyone who participated in our recent Pizza 

Sale fundraiser.  This was a great example of how every-

one doing a little big can add up to making a big differ-

ence.  Together we raised a little more than $500 to sup-

port         Gobin ministry.  Great Job Gobin!! 

RUMMAGE SALE WRAPUP 

The rummage sale was a huge success—thanks to everyone who gave, 

brought, helped setup, and sold!!! 

We had a lot of “stuff” this year.  We had to spread out into a couple of the 

Sunday School classrooms which was a good thing!!! 

We had a few antiques to sell, and they brought in almost $900.  Our total 

was $3,067.78—this included the cookie and luncheon sales!!!  Last year we 

made $1,855.00. 

We will give $400 to Relay for Life. 

We also appreciated everyone who came in at 1:00pm to help box up the 

remaining items that were left!!  We sent them to Goodwill, the books to 

the library, Mountain Mission, the Senior Center, and Dick Shuck took some 

items to DePauw for recycling!! 

We suggested to the trustees that the funds be used to carpet and paint the 

church office. 

Thanks again, 

Rita Ferguson & Nettie Smithers 

***SAVE THE DATE***  Gobin will be having its own Vacation                 

Bible School from Monday, July 11th—Friday July 15th 6-8pm.  

This year’s VBS is called “Shake It Up Café: Where Kids Carry 

Out God’s Recipe.”  Watch for more details in June’s newsletter. 
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2nd Quarter Mission2nd Quarter Mission2nd Quarter Mission2nd Quarter Mission————Johnson Nichols Health ClinicJohnson Nichols Health ClinicJohnson Nichols Health ClinicJohnson Nichols Health Clinic    

As I write this, the social agencies created to help low-income families, will not be 
"defunded"---but who knows what will occur in the near future?  One of those agencies 
which we have designated as our second quarter mission project, is the Johnson Nichols 
Health Clinic. Drs. James B. Johnson and Anne Nichols created this service in the early 
'70s to reach out to low-income women and children in Putnam County for family planning 
services, immunizations, children's well-child physicals and Pap testing. Dr. Johnson, a Go-
bin member, was the Medical Director who authorized the standing orders and protocols. 
The Clinic was first held in a house on Maple Street owned by Francis Hickman, another 
Gobin member.  The Clinic shared space with Head Start.  
 
Volunteers helped with making appointments, picking up clients all over the county, and 
even helping with fundraising.  A director, a nurse and a doctor were the only minimally 
paid staff.  Many volunteers were also Gobin members.  
 
Slowly through the years, the Clinic gained trust and recognition by the medical community 
and city and county residents, to the point where the Clinic now receives funding from the 
Indiana State Department of Health, Title X, XX and WIC Federal funds and from the Put-
nam County United Way as well as donations.  
 
However, expansion to another clinic in Spencer; a larger professional staff; greater de-
mand for medical supplies; a much larger clientele; and a weak economy have caused 
pressure for more funding.  The Johnson Nichols Health Clinic is now a service of 
Centerstone, adding "integrated behavioral healthcare including evaluation, treatment and 
referral" to the long list of Clinic services.  
 
Compared to the '70s they now offer preventative physicals for children as well as for well 
child care, diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted infections, education and pre-
natal substance abuse prevention, and screening for lead poisoning as well as the above 
mentioned services.  
 
Here are a few statistics to reveal the impact of the Clinic.  They performed 1,125 family- 
planning services in 2010, 376 free pregnancy tests, 1,593 children's immunizations, and 
services for 745 infants and children.  Patients are counseled on healthy weight levels and 
education on nutrition and exercise as well. 
 
Pretty impressive!.....All the good work and results would be lost if their Federal funding of 
Titles X,XX and WIC were cut drastically.  The Mission Committee urges your generous do-
nations to the Johnson Nichols Health Clinic mission project for the 2nd quarter.  This 
Clinic has had a long and successful history, and its connection with Gobin UM Church 
makes it an important mission to support.  The goal is $2000.  Thank you for helping to 
support this worthy cause!! 
 

Joanne Kissinger, member of the Mission Committee  
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Gobin Alive . . . Spreading its WingsGobin Alive . . . Spreading its WingsGobin Alive . . . Spreading its WingsGobin Alive . . . Spreading its Wings    

Thanks to the many people who attended the last Gobin Alive meeting on   

Saturday, April 9th.  From the work done on that day, Vic Hunter has come up 

with the following as our First Draft of a Gobin Alive Horizon Statement: 

 

Gobin is at the Cross Roads where Community, Campus, 

and Congregation come together to know God and to build 

Relationships founded on Biblical Truths from the Scrip-

tures and to apply them with Compassion, Authenticity, and 

Love through small groups in Service to others. 

 

The What: To Use our Building’s Central Location on DePauw University Cam-

pus and near The Square and to use our Human Resources to bring our Church 

Family, DePauw Students, Faculty, and Community together to Better Understand 

Biblical Truths from the Scriptures and Apply them to the Complexities of life. 

The How: Positive, Talented, Authentic, and Compassionate Individuals leverage 

Gobin and DePauw Resources to build Genuine Relationships to Serve the Com-

munity. 

The Venue: Small Service and Support Groups Embrace Change and Truth based 

on the Scriptures and our Methodist Tradition.                                      Music Min-

istry, Divorce, Singles, Illness, Special Needs, multi-faith, etc. 

 

The next gathering of Gobin Alive will be on Friday, May 6th beginning at 

6:00pm at Airy Knob Farm, the home of Vic & Linda Hunter.  Bring some chili to 

share with others and discuss.  Wrap-up will be around 9:30pm.  Come back at 

8:30am on Saturday, May 7th (breakfast is on your own) with discussion, pro-

gramming, dinner at 6:30pm and a celebration and blessing which will begin at 

8:30pm.   

We still have a seat for you to join us.  Come and see what will be “going on at 

Gobin”.  This is YOUR church.  This is Gobin’s time to come Alive!! 
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Justice, Mercy and Humility: A Reflection on Micah 6:8 
Micah 6:8 (NIV) The Lord has shown you what is good, o man, and what does he require of 
you? To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. 

Justice: We are called to do justice and not just to believe in justice or study justice. Fol-
lowers of Christ are called to speak and act on the behalf of those who lack influence. We 
must go where Jesus is going, do what Jesus is doing, and be who Jesus is being for the 
lame, the poor, the sick, and the marginalized. 
 
Malaria was eliminated in the United States in the 1950’s. Since that time there have been 
few major advances in either the prevention or treatment of 
malaria. The best vaccine we have yet developed is only 
70% effective and just made it to human trials last year! 
Why is it that 60 years after malaria was eliminated in the 
United States, a mother, father, brother or sister loses a be-
loved child to this disease every 45 seconds? Have we for-
gotten to do justice?  
 
Mercy: We must love mercy; we must be living demonstrations of God’s mercy. But what 
does this mean? 
 
In his book Change the World Rev. Mike Slaughter, the pastor of one of the largest 
churches in United Methodism, had this to say about mercy: “Mercy is closely related to 
grace – receiving what one doesn’t deserve or hasn’t earned… a gospel worldview begins 
with the premise that God accepts me, demonstrated through the redemptive offering of his 
Son on the cross, in spite of my brokenness and failures. Because of God’s mercy and 
grace, I am accepted and now free to work at being the person God created me to be. 
Mercy is the generous demonstration of indescribable grace!”  
 
Through programs like Imagine No Malaria, we are showing our love of mercy. Perhaps 
that mercy hasn’t been earned, but the Lord calls us to reflect the love of Christ to those 
near and far so that “they will know we are Christians by our love.” 
 
Humility: To walk humbly with our Lord means to accept that this life really isn’t about us. 
It’s about God. To serve with humility means to serve as Jesus served — without expecta-
tion for self-gain — to the sinners, the tax collectors and a whole host of others whom we 
might wish weren’t included in our neighborhood. To serve with humility means to look for 
Jesus in every person you meet, humbly accepting that you are no better than the least 
among them.  
 
Imagine No Malaria seeks to make it not about us, but about God. How can we live into his 
will for his kingdom? How can we look for Jesus among the children of Africa? How can we 
humbly walk with the Lord through the streets of poverty, seeking to do the Lord’s work? 
 
Prayer: Father, there is much work to be done in your kingdom. How might I be a part of it? 
How can I act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with you? Lord, thank you for the precious 
gift of your Son. Through his death on the cross you have shown your grace and mercy, of-
fering redemption to all, even me. Show me, Father, the path that leads to you and how I can 
let others know my love for you through word and deed. Amen. 

 
Laura Meengs, Michigan 

Peace and Justice for May                              by Ann Newton 
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