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       NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for February 2012   

 First, you need to 

know that I usually look for-

ward to gatherings of pas-

tors.  Bishop Coyner began 

“Our Life Together” several 

years ago and this year it 

meets in mid February.      

  Second, you need to 

know that I am now of an 

age where I can’t stand 

young, inexperienced pastors 

telling me (or a gathering of 

pastors) what I’m doing 

wrong or right in profes-

sional ministry.  I trust in the 

experience and wisdom of 

my elders who have been in 

ministry longer than I.  I also 

trust in the training and in-

sights of young clergy who 

have become specialists in a 

particular part of profes-

sional ministry by earning 

advanced degrees (such as 

PhDs) they can only receive 

when esteemed scholars ap-

prove of their work.   

 Third, you need to 

know that a young pastor 

with little advance training 

will be our keynote speaker 

at this year’s Our Life To-

gether event.  

 His name is Shane 

Claiborne.  He is a white guy 

with dreadlocks, wears ban-

danas on his hair and with 

his goatee looks like May-

nard G. Krebs (that reference 

dates me as an old person!).  

Last year I would go for cof-

fee while the Sharing Spirits 

Sunday school class watched 

videos that included his 

comments and challenges 

regarding the nature of the 

church; I would just shake 

my head at some of the 

things I heard him saying.  

And yet …  

 Every single young 

clergy I know in the Indiana 

Conference praises the work 

and insights of Shane Clai-

borne.  They’ve read his 

books on prophetic tradition, 

they affirm his commitment 

to holiness and commitment 

to Christ, and they try to 

adapt the Sunday morning 

worship service to the for-

mat and style of music used 

at “The Simply Way, a faith 

community in the inner city 

of Philadelphia that has 

helped to birth and connect 

radical faith communities 

around the world.: (Quoting 

from publicity material relat-

ing to this year’s Our Life 

Together.)  He has given 

academic seminars at Van-

derbilt, Duke, Pepperdine, 

Wheaton College, Princeton, 

Goshen College, and Har-

vard.  In other words, he is 

teaching the people working 

on their PhDs.     

            He is coming to Indi-

ana to teach United Method-

ists.  I am planning on at-

tending his presentations 

even though I am hesitant 

and reluctant about going.  

I’m sure I will hear things 

I’m not going to like.  I’m 

also trusting that I will hear 

things I need to hear, espe-

cially about meeting the 

needs of young adults.  And 

who knows but that he might 

inspire me in ways that are 

needed for our future minis-

tries at Gobin Memorial and 

here in Greencastle.  I feel 

like many in the Gospels 

who are reluctant about lis-

tening to Jesus because they 

know his words may bring 

change into their perspec-

tives and their lives.  

 Finally, let me invite 

you to the Thursday evening 

session with Shane Clai-

borne that is open to the 

public.  It happens on Febru-

ary 16th at St. Luke’s United 

Methodist.  I’m hoping that 

at least twenty from Gobin 

Memorial will attend.  You 

may not want to hear what 

he has to say.  And, you may 

need to hear it.  Prophets 

always have that type of an 

affect on people 

   

   P.T. Wilson   
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
Saturday mornings at 8am have been the time and The Blue Door has 

been the location of the start up of a Gobin Memorial United Method-

ist Men’s group.  We give many thanks to Dick Shuck for his leadership with this new pro-

gramming in our congregation.  During these initial meetings the group has been studying 

Brian Jones’ Getting Rid of the Gorilla:  Confessions on the Struggle to Forgive.  The next two 

meetings will be on February 4th and 18th and all men in the church are welcomed and encour-

aged to attend.  During the six Saturdays of Lent the UMM will not be meeting as a separate 

group but will attend the Lenten Breakfasts along with others in the church.  Finally our new 

UMM’s group will provide the breakfast on March 10th when the Lenten Breakfast is held at 

Gobin Memorial.   


We’ll be recognizing Scouting during our worship service on the second Sun-

day of February.  We’re asking that all current Scouts come to church in uni-

form.  We’re also asking if all former Scouts might bring with them something 

from their earlier years as Scouts.  For your information Lisa Trigg is the leader 

of a group of girl scouts that meet weekly in Gobin Memorial and she tells us 

that this is the 100th anniversary of Girl Scouts.  She also reminds us that Girl Scout cook-

ies can still be ordered for delivery in February! 


Pastor Wilson will be leading a traditional Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday eve-

ning, the beginning of Lent.  It will begin at 7pm and finish seventy-five minutes later.  

Ashes will be distributed for those willing to receive them during the service.  All are 

invited to participate.   


Rev. Colin Cress will return to Gobin Memorial and preach during the worship service on the 

first Sunday in the season of Lent.  Colin is a 2003 graduate of DePauw University and attended 

Gobin Memorial during his years as an undergraduate.  He has since graduated from The Meth-

odist Theological School of Ohio with a Master of Divinity degree.  During his seminary years 

he served as the Student Local Pastor of Carrolton UMC.  Upon graduation he served as the 

senior pastor of a two point charge composed of the Worthington and Freedom United Method-

ist Churches and since July has been the Associate Pastor of the Plainville United Methodist 

Church.  Married to the former Heather Styron, they have a son, Owen, who is nearing his sec-

ond birthday.   
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


January 29, 2012           

   Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      

   Text:   John 7:  37-39      

   Message:  “The Believer’s Heart”    

   Hymns: #110 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   

     #2146 “His Eye Is On the Sparrow” (TFWS)  

     #344 “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” 

February 5, 2012 Celebration of Communion, students return for Spring Semester  

   Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      

   Text:   John 8:  1-11      

   Meditation:  “Caught!”      

   Hymns: #  57 “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   

     #340 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”  

     #378 “Amazing Grace” 

February 12, 2012 Scouting Sunday        

   Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      

   Text:   John 8:  12-20      

   Sermon:  “Knowing Where You Come From”   

   Hymns: #  89 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”   

     #2142 “Blessed Quietness” (TFWS)    

     #356 “When We Are Living” 

February 19, 2012 Transfiguration Sunday       

   Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      

   Text:   John 9:  1-12      

   Message:  “Transformed”     

   Hymns: #  77 “How Great Thou Art”    

     #273 “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands”   

     #377 “It Is Well With My Soul” 

February 22, 2012 Ash Wednesday        

   Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      

   Text:   Luke 4:  1-13      

   Message:  “Bread, Glory, Protection”    

   Hymns: #263 “When Jesus the Healer Passed Through Galilee” 

     #269 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”  

     #292 “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

February 26, 2012 Lent One         

   Children’s Message: Teddy Shuck      

   Special Guest Speaker Rev. Colin Cress, DePauw 2003   

   Hymns: #103 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  

     #206 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  

     #292 “What Wondrous Love Is This” 



















































 

 Please be sure to staple or add the insert,                            
“Addendum: 2012 Congregational Handbook”             
to your yellow-covered Congregational Handbook.  
Mistakes were made and my apologies to those 
whose information was incorrect or completely left out.  
We have also had several “newer” people who have 
worshipped with us significantly so we have included  
them on this addendum page also.  Please let the 
church office know of any more mistakes which will be 
corrected here in future newsletters.  ~Denise Thede 
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









































































     

     









  









    














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







     
 





        




 

First Quarter Mission Project is the Summer Enrichment Program 
 
The Gobin Mission Committee chose the Summer Enrichment Program (SEP) as 
the first quarter mission project in 2012.  The goal is to raise $2000 by the end of 
March.  The Summer Enrichment Program helps about 65 at-risk children in Put-
nam County.  SEP participates in the USDA Summer Food Program to provide a 
nutritionally complete breakfast and lunch to meet the nutritional needs of these 
children.  For some of them, these are the only meals they get during the 
day.  Many of the children who participate in SEP live in very stressful situa-
tions.  Some have a parent in jail or other difficult family situations.  The children 
enjoy arts activities, swim lessons, sports, social skills lessons, and a wide variety 
of enrichment opportunities as an alternative to a summer of mind-numbing TV 
and video games, or troublemaking. But perhaps the most valuable part of SEP is 
having a place for the children to go where they are loved and accepted.  This is 
great way for Gobin and the community to help make a difference in the lives of 
Putnam County children who need extra support during the summer.  Please con-
sider contributing to SEP this quarter. 





   

   





























      

   



 























































































































































































  

      








 







      

    


































































































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




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














































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
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











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



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

           “SOUP”-ER SUNDAYS 













   

   

  





















    

































































































HUMAN TRAFFICKING FACT SHEET   
























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Church Council and Gobin Alive Retreat—Sat. February 25th 

Rev. Judi Purvis, our West District Superintendent, will lead us in a retreat on February 25, 2012.  It begins 

that Saturday morning at 9:30am and will conclude by 4pm.  It will be held on the second floor of the Student 

Union Building at DePauw so weather conditions should not affect any travel worries and parking is plentiful 

around the church. 

This retreat is designed to look at ways of building bridges between the current administrative structure our 

congregation has and the new visioning for programming that is rising from the Gobin Alive initiative.  For 

years our Church Council has questioned whether our current administrative structure works well with who 

we are now as a congregation, so one of the goals of this retreat is to do a review and overview of what is 

working well and what might need to improve.  And, Gobin Alive is already producing great ideas and oppor-

tunities within our congregation but as of this point are not included in the administrative structure.  One 

question to be uplifted that day is “what changes might we consider in order to strengthen the entire work of 

the church?”   

Judi Purvis has been our District Superintendent since the founding of the West District in 2010 and has 

served on the Cabinet since 2005.  Among her gifts and talents is creating administrative support for unfold-

ing ministries.   

This retreat is open for anyone of our congregation to attend.  Refreshments during breaks and lunch will 

be found at The Hub within the Student Union Building.  You may purchase what you would like and as 

much as you would like, and you’ll get a better idea of the life our DePauw students live! 


