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NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for August 2011    

 The Indiana Area 
United Methodist Church’s 
third Annual Conference 
was held in Muncie the sec-
ond weekend of June.  Un-
der Bishop Coyner’s direc-
tion a great deal of our time 
at each Annual Conference 
is spent with a motivational 
speaker or preacher.  Adam 
Hamilton was our first 
speaker in 2009, Bishop 
Schnase (of The Five Prac-
tices of Fruitful Congrega-
tions) followed in 2010, 
and this year Marcia McFee 
came to teach about and 
lead our worship. 

 Dr. McFee is an au-
thor, worship designer, pro-
fessor, preacher, and artist.  
“She combines her back-
ground and experience in 
professional companies of 
music, theater and dance 
with a variety of worship 
and preaching styles in or-
der to bring a fresh experi-
ence of the Gospel to each 
worship setting.” (Hoosier 
United Methodist, June 9, 
2011).  Uplifting that there 
are multiple generations in 
each worship service, she 
reminded us that you can 
generalize how responsive 
certain ages will be to cer-
tain approaches used in 

worship.  Which age group 
is a worship service at-
tempting to reach?  Uplift-
ing that there are (at least) 
six ways that people inter-
act with the different ele-
ments in a worship service, 
she challenged us to at-
tempt to reach as many of 
the six as we can instead of 
focusing upon just one way 
of interacting during wor-
ship.  Some of her memora-
ble phrases have stayed 
with me nearly two months 
later.  “We need to move 
from being guardians of 
religious practice to mid-
wives of sacramental mo-
ments.”  “We must shift 
from experiencing worship 
that is ‘looking at it’ to 
‘stepping into it’.”  
“Checking off the to-do-list 
is not worship; worship is 
an experience of and en-
counter with the holy.” 

 Quite frankly I felt 
overwhelmed while listen-
ing to her advice to us.  She 
reminded us that out of ten 
people, two will learn by 
auditory (listening) tech-
niques, four by visual, and 
four by tactile (sense ex-
perience) means.  People 
raised since the impact of 
television are simply not 

wired to sit and listen.  She 
led several worship ser-
vices at this year’s Annual 
Conference including the 
service honoring retiring 
clergy and their spouses.  
Fifty clergy retired this 
year, and they and their 
spouses were invited to 
leave the stage and walk 
into the aisles where mem-
bers of the Annual Confer-
ence surrounded them, laid 
hands on them, and prayed 
aloud words thanking them 
for their years of profes-
sional ministry.  We then 
sang to them.  There wasn’t 
a dry eye in the auditorium.  
Marcia McFee had de-
signed a worship that in-
volved verbal, musical, 
logical, visual, bodily, and 
personal interactions and 
experiences.  Anywhere 
along the way one person 
could have said “no” and 
stopped the entire proceed-
ing.  Yet no one did, and all 
of us left that service feel-
ing that we had been in the 
presence of the Lord.   

 “You are ritual art-
ists!” exclaimed Dr. McFee 
at her last event with us.  
“We have to pay attention 
to the journey of wor-
ship.”      (cont’d on page 2)  
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(cont’d from page 1) 

 

“We must make it sensory 
rich.”   

 Such is my inspiration 

as I begin year six with you as 
your pastor.  I look forward to 
the work of Gobin Alive, espe-
cially the Passionate Worship 
team, as new ideas are born 
and the impact of our worship 

expands.  What an exciting 
journey we have ahead of us! 

    
  P.T. Wilson 
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July 31, 2011  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost      
   Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson     
   Text:    Genesis 9:  8-17    
   Message:   “The Rainbow”    
   Hymns:   #600 “Wonderful Words of Life”  
       #707 “Hymn of Promise”   
       #672 “God Be with You till We Meet…” 

August 7, 2011 Celebration of Holy Communion      
   Children’s Message:        
   Text:          
   Message:   Rev. Beth Newton Watson   
   Hymns:   not available as of press time   
        

August 14, 2011 Ninth Sunday of Pentecost       
   Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson     
   Text:    Acts 2:  37-42     
   Sermon:   “Three Thousand”    
   Hymns:   #327 “Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
       #334 “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”   
       #451 “Be Thou My Vision” 

August 21, 2011 Last Sunday of Pentecost       
   Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson     
   Text:    Acts 2:  43-47     
   Message:   “All Things In Common”   
   Hymns:   #368 “My Hope Is Built”   
       #467 “Trust and Obey”   
       #396 “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

August 28, 2011 First Sunday of Kingdomtide and DePauw Students Return   
   Children’s Message:  Teddy Shuck     
   Text:    Isaiah 6:  1-8     
   The Lesson:   Preparing For a Tragedy:  “Who Will Go For Us?”
   Hymns:   #504 “The Old Rugged Cross”  
       #454 “Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
       #431 “Let There Be Peace On Earth” 

    “SOUP”-ER SUNDAYS 

Don’t forget to purchase a couple extra cans of soup to help supply the Food Pan-
try.  Gobin has taken over the unofficial name of the “Soup Church”.  Bring your 
soup to church on Sunday mornings.  The acolytes will collect the soup as they 
bring the little red wagon down the center aisle during the collection of our Offer-
ing.  Thanks for helping out those who are less fortunate within the Community!! 
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8/01  Gary Van Middlesworth 

8/02  Todd Bouslog 

8/05  Mae Pavelka 

8/07  Dick Hurley 

8/10  Ken Gwinn 

8/10  Andy Barrand 

8/11  Jeanette Jones 

8/14  Bill Culler 

8/14  Scott McGill 

8/15  Allen Bayard 

8/15  Anita Edenfield 

8/16  John McFarland 

8/17  Betty Dean 

8/17  Jonah Tharpe 

8/19  Nancy Gambill   

8/20  Dean Swalley 

8/20  Carolyn Houck 

8/21  Teddy Shuck 

8/25  Don Ruark 

8/29  Edith Awbrey 

8/29  Ann Weiss 

8/31  Brian Howard 
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P. 33 Hatcher, Kenneth & Melissa* and family  
  new address: 3008 Greer Spring St.                             
  West Plains, Missouri 65775  

P. 35 McCall , Marjorie*—remove from listing                      
  died on 7/06/11 

             Gobin membership as of July 18 is 201.   
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The following is from the current programmer at 14th & Chestnut, Amanda.  Please be praying 
for God's provision for His children in the inner-city of our community.  We are joining together, 
asking for His Provision for the Center...  
 
Hello Everyone, 
  
I am writing to ask for prayer for 14th & Chestnut Community Center.  Most of you know what 
the Center is about, and what we do here.  It's an inner-city center for at-risk youth, also serving 
the community as a food pantry.  It's been over 5 years since I first walked through the doors of 
the Center, and like most who walk through those doors, it's become a part of my life...a second 
home.  But it's not about me, or any other staff or volunteers.  It's really about those we 
serve.  There are hundreds of kids who have come through the doors over the last eleven years, 
and they also see it as home.  It's a safe, structured place to go where their basic needs are 
met.  They get food, clothing, hygiene products, school supplies, homework help, birthday/
Christmas presents.  More than that, they get to build healthy relationships, feel loved, and be 
kids.  Most importantly, they are taught about a God who loves and cherishes them, and come 
to realize that God has a plan for their lives.  God is doing important work here! 
  
It is now looking pretty inevitable that the doors to the Center may not reopen in the fall.  Hard 
times have come to so many in the community, and support is just not coming in.  But here is 
the thing....My God is the God of the impossible!  He can do anything!  And He says if we 
ask...and keep asking....He will give us what we ask for.  Especially if it is something that ad-
vances His kingdom. 
  
So I am asking you to pray, and forward this email to anyone you know who will also pray.  I be-
lieve that God will move and get the glory by moving in amazing and seemingly impossible 
ways.  Please dedicate a little bit of time every day to pray for the Center...if all of us are praying 
continuously, God will hear, and He will answer.                       —Amanda Parkins 
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The Summer Enrichment Program (SEP) has completed a  wonderful five weeks!  
 
Karen Hirt, the Education Director, and Julie Stevens, bus driver and assistant Educa-
tion Director, did a superb job of loving and disciplining the 65 kids.  They were joined 
by  excellent counselors and mentors - Katie Trigg, Krista Gardner, Tess Handy, 
Robert Watson, Sydney Terry, Jaike Matthews, Fred Soster, Harriet Watson, Melanie 
Bittles and Mary Pearl Ivy.  In addition to the paid staff, some middle school students 
volunteered their time to help. Angie Berry and Caitlin Ivers did an excellent job prepar-
ing the meals. (They also thoroughly cleaned the kitchen including the oven so the 
kitchen was cleaner than when SEP started!) All of the children had two weeks of swim 
lessons and went swimming for fun 2 or 3 times a week.  Dan TeGrotenhuis graciously 
let us come out to his pond and go fishing.  Also once a week for four weeks, the Fam-
ily Nutrition Program Assistant out of the Putnam County Extension Office came and 
talked about eating healthy and exercising.  A highlight of her visits were a healthy 
snack of foods that children may not have eaten before.  Also all of the children re-
ceived a frisbee. Other fun activities that the children did were going to the public li-
brary at least weekly, a music concert at DePauw, a tennis lesson, visiting the Putnam 
County Museum, visiting the Greencastle Fire Station, hands-on science, and being 
entertained by the drum and dance group, Djobi Productions based in Bloomington, 
IN.  Our theme this year was Heroes.  Some of the activities that the counselors did 
with the children were centered on art, firemen and policemen, space and astronauts, 
stories and crafts from other time periods, and community service.  Some of the com-
munity service projects were helping bag for the Non-food Pantry at St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Church, cleaning the Gobin van, and taking SEP’s recyclables to the Recycling 
Center.  Thanks to Gobin for letting us use the building and the church van.  Also 
thanks to Gobin for sending home a bag of food with the children on July 1. 
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Jim Wallis at Sojourners (edited by AKN) 
  
As Christians, we believe the moral measure of the current budget/deficit debate is how the most poor and vulner-
able people will fare—how it treats those Jesus called the least of these (Matthew 25:45). Without powerful lob-
bies, the poor have a compelling claim on our consciences and common resources.  As Christians we have 
an obligation to help them be heard, to join with others to insist that programs that serve the most vulnerable are 
protected. God is calling us to pray, fast, give alms and to speak out for justice. 
  
The following statement was crafted by church leaders from diverse theological and political beliefs who came to-
gether to form a Circle of Protection  around programs that serve the vulnerable in our nation and around the 
world. Can you, will you, sign the statement?  It has already been signed by over 50 representatives from every 
major Protestant and Catholic organization including our own Bishop Sharon Rader of the United Methodist Council 
of Bishops and our General Secretary of the UMC, The Rev. Dr. Stephen Sidorak.  

  
################################# 

 
As people of faith, we are committed to fiscal responsibility and shared sacrifice. We are also committed to resist 
budget cuts that undermine the lives, dignity, and rights of poor and vulnerable people. Therefore, we join with oth-
ers to form a Circle of Protection  around programs that meet the essential needs of hungry and poor people at 
home and abroad.  
 
1. The nation needs to substantially reduce future deficits, but not at the expense of hungry and poor people. 
 
2. Programs focused on reducing poverty should not be cut. They should be made as effective as possible, but not 
cut. 
 
3. We urge our leaders to protect and improve poverty-focused development and humanitarian assistance to pro-
mote a better, safer world. 
 
4. National leaders must review and consider tax revenues, military spending, and entitlements in the search for 
ways to share sacrifice and cut deficits. 
 
5. A fundamental task is to create jobs and spur economic growth. Decent jobs at decent wages are the best path 
out of poverty, and restoring growth is a powerful way to reduce deficits. 
 
6. The budget debate has a central moral dimension. Christians are asking how we protect "the least of these." 
"What would Jesus cut?" "How do we share sacrifice?" 
 
7. As believers, we turn to God with prayer and fasting, to ask for guidance as our nation makes decisions about our 
priorities as a people. 
 
8. God continues to shower our nation and the world with blessings. As Christians, we are rooted in the love of God 
in Jesus. 
 

Affirmed and signed by, 
[Your Name] 
[Your Address] 
[City, State ZIP] 
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