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NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for May 2010    
 Nehemiah 4 is per-
haps one of the most diffi-
cult chapters to under-
stand in all of the Old Tes-
tament.  It describes the 
stage Gobin is at in our 
recovery from the recent 
theft of church funds. 

 It is written in the 
first person tense but there 
are places where you 
aren’t so sure.  It is writ-
ten as a testament of the 
people who stood steady 
in their work toward the 
goal.  And, it is written 
after the workers have al-
ready put in a great deal of 
effort at rebuilding the 
wall surrounding the city 
of Jerusalem.  Indeed, 
they are HALF WAY to 
completing their project, 
for the wall has now been 
rebuilt around the entire 
city.  Except… It’s not tall 
enough to do what the 
wall is built to do.  And 
that is protect the city.   

 Nehemiah and his 
workers are aware that 
there are others who don’t 
want them to succeed.  So, 
he uses this to motivate 
his tired workers to do 
even more, to work even 
harder, but most of all to 
protect themselves.  And 
therein lies the key to un-

derstanding the connec-
tion between this Scrip-
ture and Gobin Church.   

 Nehemiah believes 
that others will attack in 
order to prevent the wall 
from rising to its full 
height.  He uses that belief 
to organize guards, dis-
tribute weapons to his 
workers, and to persevere 
in getting the goal fully 
met, that is, protecting the 
city by getting the wall 
fully restored.  After go-
ing through the experi-
ences this congregation 
has successfully endured 
these last nine months, the 
fear on everyone’s mind 
seems to be the same.  
“How can we keep it from 
happening again?”  And 
the fear that comes from 
this question has moti-
vated the leadership of the 
church. 

 First, the Task 
Force spent months re-
viewing what had hap-
pened and how to pro-
ceed.  They eventually 
gave written proposals 
and suggestions to the 
Church Council regarding 
policies and procedures to 
put in place for the future.  
These proposals and sug-

gestions have been re-
viewed by the Trustees, 
the Finance Committee, 
and the Staff-Parish Rela-
tions Committee.  After 
two months of fine-tuning 
and hearing the recom-
mendations of our three 
committees, the Church 
Council has now adopted 
several pages of what has 
now become the official 
financial policies and pro-
cedures of the congrega-
tion.   

 Copies are avail-
able for anyone who 
might want one by con-
tacting the church office.  
Additional proposals and 
suggestions are still forth-
coming but the founda-
tional changes have now 
been made.  And, these 
new policies and proce-
dures become our 
“weapons” against any 
threats to the financial op-
erations of the church.  
Once again, every attempt 
is being made to be as 
transparent as possible 
with the entire congrega-
tion.   

 The last three 
verses of chapter 4 show a 
people who are desperate 
          Con’t on page 2                     
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Road Trip, Gray’s Cafeteria, and “BIBS”  . . . Oh My!!! 

For several months, the women of Gobin Church have been meeting once a 
month to sew “bibs”, (clothing protectors) for residents of the Franklin 
United Methodist Community.  As a follow-up to our sewing bees, we are 
planning a road trip to the facility on June 17th for our UMW unit meeting.   

The trip is open to everyone (men as well as women, UMW members and non-
members) who would like to go.  We plan to meet at the church at 10:30am, stop at 
Gray’s Cafeteria in Mooresville for our noon meal, then tour the United Methodist  
Community facility at 2:00pm.  If you can’t make it for lunch, give your RSVP below 
and join the tour at 2:00pm. 

In order to determine how many people will be going, we are asking that reservations be 
made by calling Kathy Sanders at (765)653-8080 or Lynette Gwinn at (765)739-6723 
before June 1st. 

Good News from Church Council 
Church Council approved new financial policies and procedures to ensure the safe handling of 
all church funds. These policies were developed by the Financial Oversight Committee and then 
sent to the Finance, Staff-Parish Relations, and Endowment committees for discussion and 
modifications. Each committee sent their recommendations to Church Council; after discussion 
and changes they were approved on March 29, 2010. Among the topics included are: Sunday 
offering, signing checks, Recording Secretary, Scrip Cards, and monthly bank statements. Cop-
ies of the Financial Policies and Procedures are available in the Church Office. 

Last year we decided to spend every other meeting discussing a book or other readings. We are 
starting off with Rich Liedtke, “How to Be a Master Greeter.” Bringing new people to Gobin is 
vital to carrying out our mission that all people know God loves them. Thanks to Joe and Rita 
for suggesting the pamphlet and providing copies. 

Other recent actions by Church Council include moving Sunday pitch-ins to the first Sunday of 
the month starting in the Fall. 

No Oranges Please!!! Cont’d 
to make sure nothing prevents 
them from success.  I have 
seen that same sense of pur-
pose and dedication from your 
leadership during these last 

several months.  And, we are 
succeeding!  We’re about half 
way through our recovery.  
We’re moving in the right di-
rection and doing the right 
things. And, we’ve put in 

place the best measures we 
know for protecting the fi-
nances of the congregation 
against any threat in the future.        
-  P.T. Wilson                                                       
w/ assistance from Jeff Hansen 
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 May 2, 2010  Fifth Sunday of Easter and Celebration of Communion    
    Children’s Message: Sharon High       
    Text:   Mark 4:  24-25      
    Meditation:  “What You Give Is What You Get!”    
    Hymns:  #617 “I Come With Joy”     
       #584 “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 

 

 May 9, 2010  Mother’s Day  - Children will be singing and gifts to women will be given. 
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson       
    Text:   John 19:  25b-27      
    Message:  “Here Is Your Mother”     
    Hymns:  #  92 “For the Beauty of the Earth”    
       #145 “Morning Has Broken”    
       #560 “Help Us Accept Each Other” 

 

 May 16th, 2010 Seventh Sunday of Easter   -  Celebration of Seniors Graduating from college.   
        Bells of Gobin will play.                                                              
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson       
    Text:   Matthew 14:  22-33      
    Message:  “Are You Ready?”      
    Hymns:  #577 “God of Grace and God of Glory”   
       #707 “Hymn of Promise”     
       #593 “Here I Am, Lord” 

 

 May 23, 2010  Baccalaureate Service  - No Sunday School today.  Service will begin at 10:00am.
    Special Guest Speaker: Adam Cohen      
    Hymns:   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”   
        “O God, Who Teaches Us to Live”  

  

 May 30, 2010  First Sunday after Pentecost and Peace with Justice Sunday    
    You’ll be given the opportunity to participate in the special offering!  
    Children’s Message: Teddy Shuck       
    Text:   Genesis 11:  1-9      
    Message:  “Division Begins”      
    Hymns:  #  57 “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   
       #377 “It Is Well with My Soul”    
       #431 “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
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5/02  Logan Grzesiek 

5/05  Michael Thede 

5/06  Andrew Thede 

5/07  Lois Underwood 

5/07  Barb Masten 

5/07  Maura Lazar 

5/10  Rick Barcus 

5/15  Christopher Buchanan 

5/16  Randy Rud 

5/18  Kathy Custis 

5/19  Leland Zellers 

5/21  Mary Lewis 

5/21  Brad Atkinson 

5/23  Jamie Barrand 

5/23  Gary Lemon 

5/24  Keith Monnett 

5/26  Jeff Hansen 

5/27  Courtney McGill 

5/27  Sarah Dobson 

5/28  Sharon High 

5/30  Bob Hedge 

5/31  John J. Baughman 

5/31  Patricia Clover 
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The rummage sale was a huge success this year.  We made $1,872.60. 

The unsold items will go to Mountain Missions and Goodwill with the books 
to the local library. 

We contributed $250.00 to Relay for Life, $40.00 to remove old furniture from the “yellow” 
room, and  have $1,582.60 to be used for Colonnade Room Improvement. 

I want to thank everyone again for all the hours they gave—- bringing in all the items for the 
sale, helping set up and pricing, baking cookies, selling hotdog lunches, and cleaning up after 
the sale!!!! 

I give special thanks to the Sharing Spirits, Teddy Shuck and the comprehensive services for 
the donation of their profits from lunch sales, Joe and Nettie for all their hours, and to Jacob 
(our grandson) who was visiting us on his spring break and carried many boxes from peoples’ 
cars and operated the elevator. 

I’m already thinking about next year’s rummage sale—can’t start too soon!!!! 
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FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE   
Second Quarter Missions Goal is $2000 split between the following projects.  

 
The Red Bird Mission is a separate Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, one of 
four set up for specific work with specific populations.  Originally begun as a mission of The 
Evangelical Church (one of the five earlier denominations that eventually became the United 
Methodist Church), it serves several counties in eastern Kentucky and Tennessee where some 
of the highest reports of poverty exist east of the Mississippi River.  You are already familiar 
with The Mountain Mission Truck, a project of the Red Bird Mission.  Each year over 2500 
Volunteers-In-Mission go to the counties served by this outreach.   The following is informa-
tion taken from their website. 
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Tree of Life Ministry is sponsored by the Dakotas Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  It is a multi-denominational 501(c)3 Relief Agency and is supported by many different 
denominations.  Gobin Memorial United Methodist Church sent seven persons as Volunteers-In
-Ministry to the Crow Creek Reservation in 2008.  The following is information taken from 
their website. 
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Symphony On the Prairie Trip 
Nettie Smithers is putting together a trip to attend Symphony on the Prairie on Sun-
day, July 4th, 2010.  Tickets cost $23.45.  Please call Nettie at (765)653-4217 and 
make plans to go to this spectacular musical event.  More information to come at a 
later date. 
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                         Peace and Justice for May 2010  

          By Ann Newton 
    
 
 
 
 
While visiting the Operation schools and hospitals in Liberia and Sierra Leone  this winter we discovered 
that  the following supplies were needed.  A truck will be parked and open for you to bring your supplies to 
conference for the United Methodist Church in Liberia or Sierra Leone. The truck will be open each day of 
conference until 7:00 pm. We welcome full kits and individual items. We also welcome other items such as 
school supplies and first aid items. 
 

Health Kits for Teachers 
 

One bath towel 
One wash cloth 
1 comb (large & sturdy, not pocket size or pic) 
One tube of toothpaste & toothbrush�(single brushes only-in original wrapper, no child-size brushes -- no multiple packs) 
One bar of soap (bath size in original wrapper) 
One can talc powder or bottle of body lotion 
One bottle vitamins 
One bottle Tylenol, or something similar 

 
In packing the health kit -- place all other items on the towel. Fold up so that the items are secure inside. Then place the bundle inside 
a plastic bag and pack kits together in boxes according to the Operat ion Classroom instructions.  

 Layette Kits 
4 cloth diapers  
2 shirts  
2 wash cloths  
2 gowns or Sleepers 
6 diaper pins  
Sweater/open in front 
2 receiving blankets  

 
Bundle the items inside one of the receiving blankets and secure it with diaper pins. 

Sewing Supplies 
Cloth – can be remnants 
Buttons (5 to 8 matching) 
Zippers (especially sizes 8  and 17) 
	

Embroidery needles and thread 

Sewing scissors 
Package of needles (not machine)  
Thread 
Tape measures 
Straight pins/pincushions 
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We will place some boxes outside of the church office to collect these supplies so that Ann 
Newton, Bob Newton, and P.T. Wilson can take them to  the Indiana Conference in June.  
Please give as generously as you can.  Thank you!! 
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