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NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for June 2010    

Rita and Joe Ferguson had 
recommended the Church 
Council study material 
entitled How to Be a Mas-
ter Greeter by Rich Lied-
tke.  It is a self-published 
pamphlet, copyrighted 
2004, and he describes 
himself as “an ordinary 
layman who is making a 
difference in his church 
and in the Church at 
large.”  I missed the 
Church Council meeting 
where this material was 
discussed but have since 
read it and found many 
good teaching points. 

 He begins by af-
firming that the average 
congregation will have 
lots of visitors during the 
average year.  Take a 
church of 200 in morning 
worship; he writes that 
there will be 300 visitors!  
Some churches are 
“Frosty” in their response 
to visitors, some 
“Friendly,” some are like 
shallow “Friends”, while 
others are like “Family.”  
He estimates that a suc-
cessful congregation can 
capture (his word, not 
mine) 25% of visitors.   

 I really like a sec-
tion in the pamphlet de-

scribing two kinds of 
churches.  The Landlord 
Church has members who 
like to maintain control.  
They want to hand pick 
the new people they want 
to keep.  They think the 
congregation is here for 
���������  and that 
the church exists ��	�
�
 .  The Lord’sland 
Church wants to harness 
what God is doing and 
whom God is bringing 
into their doors.  They 
look at change as being 
the expansion of vision 
and they are welcoming of 
new ideas as well as new 
people.   

 Visitors have 
changed their Sunday 
schedule to come and 
visit, have gotten up ear-
lier than usual and dressed 
better.  Visitors have 
braved unknown parking 
lots and fears about how 
visitors will be received.  
Maybe they’ve entered by 
“the wrong” door.  They 
have faced the uncertainty 
of a style of service, a 
style of worship, and a 
style of (hymn) singing.  
Liedtke reminds us that 
the visitor “has made a 
bigger effort and has 

taken greater risks to be in 
your church than you 
have.”   

 Visitors are our 
biggest advertisers!  The 
author points out how 
moviegoers tell 5 to 10 
friends their opinions of a 
movie just seen and this 
will steer how their 
friends feel about that 
movie or even if friends 
go to see it.  Likewise, 
visitors tell 5 to 10 friends 
their opinion about each 
congregation they visit.  
New growth in a congre-
gation seldom happens 
from those who are al-
ready on “the inside.”  
Rather, like a tree that 
grows upon its outer 
rings, so too do congrega-
tions grow from visitors 
who become advertisers 
for a particular church. 

 Since becoming 
your pastor many have 
told me about Dorothy 
Stickle.  She would greet 
people as they came for 
Sunday morning worship.  
She remembered people 
by name even if seeing 
them for the second time.  
She remembered details 
about visitors and would 
ask where a spouse or 
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No Oranges Please!!! Cont’d 
She prayed for visitors and let 
them know that when she saw 
them in the community.  Peo-
ple in our congregation still 
miss Dorothy Stickle and trust 

she’s greeting those arriving in 
heaven.  Liedtke’s descriptions 
of Master Greeters remind me 
of people you’ve loved like 
Dorothy Stickle.  And, after 
studying this pamphlet, maybe 

people will think of you in the 
years ahead as having had the 
same impact when they first 
came to Gobin!     
    
         P.T. Wilson 

 

CONFIRMATION THIS SUMMER! 

We’ll be having confirmation “classes” this summer for anyone interested who has at least 
graduated from the sixth grade.   

These will be following three themes:  being a Christian, the history of the Methodist people, 
current issues for United Methodist people.  While using a variety of resources, the primary text 
will be Kenneth Carder’s Living Our Beliefs: A United Methodist Way.  Each class will include 
discussion, activities, and food (at your own expense), and three of the classes will be field trips 
across central and southern Indiana.   

You’ll need to register in advance for these classes.  You’ll also need to select a willing mentor 
to participate with you during these classes, and that mentor needs to be a person who is already 
a member of the United Methodist Church.  You can register by calling the church office at 658
-6003.  And, for more information, feel free to contact Pastor Wilson who will be leading these 
classes. 

 The dates of the classes are the following (subject to change if needed): 

  June 13th Sunday 2-8pm  held at Gobin   
  June 22nd Tuesday 9am-9pm field trip   
  July 11th Sunday 2-8pm  held at Gobin   
  July 13th Tuesday 9am-9pm field trip   
  July 27th Tuesday 9am-9pm field trip   
  August 1st Sunday 2-8pm  held at Gobin 

 
 

WELCOME OUR NEW ADMINISTRATIVE AND RECORDING SECRETAR Y 

After serving as the Interim Administrative Secretary since mid-August, 2009, Denise Thede 
has been offered the position and has accepted the responsibilities of being the permanent office 
presence for Gobin Memorial United Methodist Church.  The job description for this position 
has been revisited by the Staff-Parish Relations Committee and she will not be the Financial 
Secretary as was the case in the past.  She will be the Recording Secretary and will be responsi-
ble for keeping records of all tithes, offerings, and donations for the church. 

We welcome Denise into this position and invite you to welcome her as well in the weeks 
ahead! 
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 May 30, 2010  First Sunday after Pentecost, Celebration of High School Graduates, and   
     Peace with Justice Sunday       
    You’ll be given the opportunity to participate in the special offering!  
    Children’s Message: Teddy Shuck       
    Text:   Genesis 11:  1-9      
    Message:  “Division Begins”      
    Hymns:  #  57 “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   
       #377 “It Is Well with My Soul”    

     #431 “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 

 June 6, 2010  Holy Communion         
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson       
    Text:   Romans 12:  2       
    Meditation:  by Jamie Barrand, Certified Lay Speaker   
    Hymns:  #618  “Let Us Break Bread Together”   
       #314 “In the Garden” 

 June 13, 2010  Annual Conference Sunday and DePauw’s Alumni Sunday    
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson       
    Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Larry Stewart, Alumni Class of 1980  
    Hymns:  #110 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   
       #557 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”   

 June 20, 2010  Father’s Day Sunday         
    Children’s Message: Sharon High       
    Text:   Psalms 36:  5-10      
    Message:  by Marilyn Culler and Lisa Trigg,     
          Certified Lay Speakers  
    Hymns:  #144 “This Is My Father’s World”    
       #710 “Faith of Our Fathers”    
       #437 “This Is My Song” 

 June 27, 2010  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost        
    Children’s Message: Teddy Shuck       
    Text:           
    Message:  Special Guest Preacher Rev. Beth Newton Watson  
    Hymns:  #  64 “Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty”  
       #454 “Open My Eyes, That I May See”   
       #545 “The Church’s One Foundation”�
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6/01  Beverly Wagoner 

6/02  LaWayne Engelstad 

6/03  Jessica Roberts 

6/05  Vanessa Bouslog 

6/06  Robert Watson 

6/06  Matthew Pavelka 

6/08  Chris Shuck 

6/08  Kennedy Trigg 

6/12  Betty Sendmeyer 

6/13  Cathy Siebrase 

6/14  Rex Harbison 

6/16  Kathryn Sanders 

6/17  David Bray 

6/19  Erlene Richardson 

6/19  Sherry Hedge 

6/20  Betty Wright 

6/22  Dorothy Buechler 

6/22  Kent Mecum 

6/22  Billy Whitehouse 

6/25  Jackie Young 

6/26  Wilson Hecko        

6/27  Ann Newton     

6/29  P.T. Wilson    

6/29  Tina Grzesiek 

6/29  Courtney Sweet 
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Symphony On the Prairie Trip 
Nettie Smithers is putting together a trip to attend Symphony on the 
Prairie on Sunday, July 4th, 2010.  Tickets cost $23.45.  Please call 
Nettie at (765)653-4217 and make plans to go to this spectacular mu-
sical event.  She only has 5 more tickets left.  Please check with                
Nettie if you’d like more information. 
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This year the weather did not cooperate and the event was moved into the Indoor Track and 
Field Center.  But somehow the students who set things up managed to make it work, and the 
little electric candles made the Luminaria Ceremony very effective.  Putnam county raised 
$152,000. 

Gobin had 28 walkers circling the track for most of the 24 hours.  The Hansens took a few of 
the early, early morning hours.  A number of other members of Gobin dropped in to visit the 
“camp/table” site, and Will Barrand won a Colts’ hooded sweatshirt at a raffle.  I cannot say 
exactly how much money Gobin raised because someone might have sent money ‘on-line’ 
which I didn’t know about.  According to my records, we raised $3,344.07.  CONGRATULA-
TIONS GOBIN!!!  That was enough to earn us a ‘Gold Award” plaque which is in the window 
of the lobby.  And have you checked out the picture of Carol Krag with the GOBI UMC sign 
that is on the bulletin board across from the office?  She was accompanied by Judith Brown. 

Many, many thanks to all of you who walked, and all of you who supported the walkers with 
your donations and purchases of luminaria. 

As usual George and Anita Edenfield deserve extra credit for making the sign-up poster and 
furnishing the folding table for the camp site.  Carol Krag took charge of the ‘little feet’ activity 
with the children, and Rita Ferguson and Nettie Smithers spent hours organizing the rummage 
sale (they donated $250.00 to Relay), and many, many people helped to organize and sell the 
rummage.  So many thanks to everyone who helped make the day a success!!!! 
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If you haven’t seen the new lounge and library in the basement, you simply must check it 
out.  This room used to be the Youth Room which was covered in names, sayings, and 
quotes from some of our youth, but over time became almost graffiti-like in nature and 
was not so nice in its wording.  After trying to cover the wording with bright yellow paint, 
Joe and Rita Ferguson decided to help tackle this room with some of the money made 
from the Rummage Sale.  They have spent many hours along with Ross Davies, and Al-
via and James Allen in getting the room repainted, finding furniture and accessories, and 
getting the floor cleaned up and waxed.  With much direction from Joe and Rita Fergu-
son, this room is now available to be used by anyone in the church.  Please be sure to 
thank those that helped above in bringing about this wonderful room. 
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