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NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for July 2010    

 It’s been nearly a 
year since the arrest of 
Mindy Fenwick regarding 
her taking of Gobin Me-
morial Church funds.   
Throughout these many 
months I’ve had several 
people ask when I was 
going to preach on for-
giveness.  “Not yet, but 
soon,” I would reply.  
Now the time has come. 

 The Scriptures of 
both the Old Testament 
and the New Testament 
are full of passages which 
uplift the importance of 
forgiveness.  Yet, each has 
their own understanding 
of the term and the re-
quirements for obtaining 
it.  In the Old Testament 
forgiveness is more often 
understood as something 
which a group of people 
need to seek from God; in 
many passages it is the 
Hebrews, or the Jews, or 
the religious leaders, or 
the people of a particular 
family that are told to seek 
forgiveness.  The Gospels 
are filled with similar pas-
sages about groups of peo-
ple (the Pharisees, the 
money changers, the tax 
collectors, the Gentiles).  
Yet, Jesus begins to teach 

about the concept of indi-
vidual forgiveness, not 
only from God but with 
each other.  “Seven times 
seventy” he proclaims in 
one passage.  The Apostle 
Paul writes volumes on 
forgiveness and how it 
leads to sanctification or 
“right living.”  Indeed, 
how can God forgive us if 
we have not forgiven an-
other? 

 Two recent works 
teach us about the impor-
tance of forgiving while 
not forgetting.  L. Greg 
Jones’ ��������	 ��������	

������
�������������

������  
(1995) reminds us that it 
is not our responsibility to 
be “the final judge” of 
others but that it is our 
responsibility to forgive 
others even when they 
have not asked for such.  
Joretta L.Marshall’s 
���

��������	������������������
���	������� � (2005) re-
minds us that our spiritual 
growth is stunted if we do 
not forgive even those our 
society deems as unfor-
giveable by human laws 
and understanding.   

 It’s been nearly a 
year since the discovery of 
the theft of Gobin Memo-

rial Church funds.  I’m 
proud of this congregation 
and its commitment to 
moving forward.  We’ve 
had tremendous help from 
our own leadership as well 
as assistance from a wide 
variety of people and or-
ganizations.  Most of you 
have given generously 
from your financial re-
sources and we’ve not had 
to release any staff or cut 
back on our programming.  
Our financial structure has 
been revised in several 
key places.  Stability has 
been re-established in the 
church office with the 
presence and gifts of De-
nise Thede.  And yet …    

 For nearly twelve 
months we’ve approached 
our loss from a business 
model and that was the 
appropriate approach to 
take.  And now it is time 
to begin integrating our 
spirituality, the long-time 
depth of who we are and 
why we are.  And a key 
foundation to that is the 
requirement of forgive-
ness.   

 I’ll be preaching 
about forgiveness                         
(con’t on page 2) 
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No Oranges Please!!! Cont’d 
throughout the month of July.  
You may agree with most of 
what I say or you may think 
I’m off base.  My hope is that 
we’ll all join in the dialogue, 
gain new understandings, raise 

a variety of questions, and en-
ter August with a renewed 
sense of what forgiveness is 
like to both receive and give.  
Only twice will you hear me 
mention the robberies from 
our congregation and our spiri-

tual responsibility to forgive.  
It’s not easy being a Christian.  
But it is worth it.  
    
  P.T. Wilson   

 
 

CONFIRMATION THIS SUMMER! 

We’ll be having confirmation “classes” this summer for anyone interested who has at least 
graduated from the sixth grade.   

These will be following three themes:  being a Christian, the history of the Methodist people, 
current issues for United Methodist people.  While using a variety of resources, the primary text 
will be Kenneth Carder’s Living Our Beliefs: A United Methodist Way.  Each class will include 
discussion, activities, and food (at your own expense), and three of the classes will be field trips 
across central and southern Indiana.   

You’ll need to register in advance for these classes.  You’ll also need to select a willing mentor 
to participate with you during these classes, and that mentor needs to be a person who is already 
a member of the United Methodist Church.  You can register by calling the church office at 658
-6003.  And, for more information, feel free to contact Pastor Wilson who will be leading these 
classes. 

 The dates of the classes are the following (subject to change if needed): 

  July 11th Sunday 2-8pm  held at Gobin   
  July 13th Tuesday 9am-9pm field trip   
  July 27th Tuesday 9am-9pm field trip   
  August 1st Sunday 2-8pm  held at Gobin 

Dear Gobin Family, 

Thank you for supporting me in high school.  I will miss you                                                          
when I am away at the University of Indianapolis.       Sara Culler 

��������	
���
�����
	�
�� � � � � � � � ����������

� �����������
�����������������������
��������
	���
 �����
� �

� !
 �"	
#�

$��%���	
����	����&�
�������'����
��	�� 
�
	
����
����������	
	
������
��
	��������
������
�
��#������#(�
��)	���*�
��	
����� 
#��
������
�+��
����������, �

� ��������������
�������#(�	
��������
�&
��
�����&��(	 
�������	
�����	#���
�������
����������
������	
�����
����
#� �

� !	
#�������

� -�
	��.�
��



�
�
�
   
 

 July 4, 2010  Holy Communion         
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Text:    Leviticus 17:  11-14     
    Meditation:   Finding Forgiveness:  “In the Blood”   
    Hymns:   #696 “America the Beautiful”   

     #614 “For the Bread …”  

 July 11, 2010  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost       
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Text:    Psalm 51:  1-5      
    Sermon:   Finding Forgiveness:  “From Birth?”   
    Hymns:   #  62 “All Creatures of Our God and King  
        #118 “The Care the Eagle Gives Her Young” 
        #117 “O God Our Help in Ages Past” 

 July 18, 2010  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost       
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Text:    Psalm 103:  8-14     
    Sermon:   Finding Forgiveness:  “From Fear to Love”  
    Hymns:   #  98 “To God Be the Glory”   
        #397 “I Need Thee Every Hour”   
        #130 “God Will Take Care of You” 

 July 25, 2010  Christmas in July!         
    Children’s Message:  Teddy Shuck      
    Text:    Matthew 1:  18-25     
    Sermon:   Finding Forgiveness:       
        “He Will Save His People from Their Sins”  
    Hymns:   #246 “Joy to the World”    
        #217 “Away in a Manger”    
        #230 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 August 1, 2010            
    Children’s Message:  P.T. Wilson      
    Text:    Hebrews 10:  11-18     
    Meditation:   Finding Forgiveness:  “A Single Offering”  
    Hymns:   #156 “I Love to Tell the Story”   
        #629   “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 
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7/01  Timothy Bouslog 

7/02  Barbara Steinson 

7/04  Ross Davies 

7/05  Alvia Allen 

7/06  Donna Bouslog 

7/08  John  Long 

7/08  Tom Cade 

7/08  Jerome Rud 

7/08  Mark Lemon 

7/08  Jenny Shuck 

7/09  Tina Buchanan 

7/11  Walker Gilmer 

7/14  Griffin Moore 

7/15  Evalena Warfield 

7/15  Judy George 

7/15  Jeff Elkins 

7/16  Paul Brown 

7/17  Katie Phillips 

7/19  Paul Wright 

7/20  Paul McGill 

7/22 Amanda Pavelka 

7/23  Melissa Pierson 

7/23  Carissa Trigg 

7/29  Julie Sweet 

7/29  Brian Sweet 

7/30  Virginia Hurley 
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p.   4        Remove Peggy Gilmer from listing    Death 

p. 10        Millie See's new e-mail address is:                                              
   mildred see@gmail.com 

p. 11        Denise Thede's new e-mail address is                                          
             denise.thede@gmail.com                                                                                                        
p. 12        Paul Wright's new  address is:                                         
   297 W. Clay Ave. #405                                               
   Muskegon MI 49440                                                         
   paulalanw@comcast.com 

             Gobin Membership as of June 20 is 208. 
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Spiritual Gifts 
One of the great blessings of being a Christian is the spiritual gifts God gives each of us. 

Spiritual gifts are the grace of God at work within us, allowing us to serve the whole of 

creation. Isn’t it great that God gives each of us different gifts and also provides opportunities to use 
them? One of the roles of the Lay Leadership Development Committee is to help each of us identify our 
spiritual gifts and find ways to use those gifts. You can help us accomplish that.  Please list the spiritual 
gift(s) you believe you have. Sometimes it’s helpful to work with a friend if you are uncertain of your 
gifts. (We have included examples of spiritual gifts on the  back of this form. For a fun survey on spiritual 
gifts, go to www.UMC.org>our people>spiritual gifts.) Finally, we may know our particular spiritual 
gifts, but we also need to spend time developing those gifts. Please check off any ways you feel called to 
use your gift(s). 

Please turn in your surveys to the church office or put them in the offering plate. We would like to have 
all your responses by Sunday, July 25. Thank you for taking the time to prayerfully   consider the ways 
you are willing to be God’s hands in our community and the world. If you need an additional form, please 
contact the church office. 

I believe my spiritual gifts are (from the list below): 

__________________________________        __________________________________ 

__________________________________        __________________________________ 

__________________________________        __________________________________ 

I want to/already use my spiritual gifts for: 

   Administration                                Mercy 

   Artistry      Music  

   Discernment          Shepherding 

   Evangelism          Service 

   Faith           Skilled Crafts 

   Giving           Social Ministry 

   Hospitality           Teaching 

   Intercession          Wisdom 

   Knowledge     Writing 

   Leadership           Other  ________________________ 

     Please check here if you would like help discerning which spiritual gifts you have. 

  

Comments or suggestions: 

 

Name ______________________________________ 
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Descriptions 

Administration: enables a believer to formulate, direct, and carry out plans necessary to fulfill a purpose. (Church 
Council, Finance Committee, Sunday School Coordinator) 

Artistry: gives the believer the skill of creating artistic expressions that produce a spiritual response. (Banners for 
Sanctuary, Flower Arranging, Photography) 

Discernment: motivates a believer to seek God's will and purpose and apply that understanding to individual and 
congregational situations. 

Evangelism: moves believers to reach nonbelievers in such a way that they are baptized and become active members 
of the Christian community. (Prospective Member Visitation) 

Faith: gives a believer the eyes to see the Spirit at work and the ability to trust the Spirit's leading without indication 
of where it all might lead. (Stewardship, Long Range Planning, Teacher/Bible study leader) 

Giving: enables a believer to recognize God's blessings and to respond to those blessings by generously and sacrifi-
cially giving of one's resources (time, talent, and treasure). (Capital Campaign, Stewardship, Volunteer Coordination, 
Giving Personal Testimony) 

Hospitality: causes a believer to joyfully welcome and receive guests and those in need of food and lodging. 
(Greeter/Usher, In-Home Bible Study Host, Visitor Welcome, Fellowship Host) 

Intercession: enables a believer to pray with the certainty that prayer is heard and when requests are made, answers 
will come. (Prayer Chain, Prayer Partner, Prayer Families/Prayer Circles) 

Knowledge: drives a person to learn, analyze and uncover new insights with regard to the Bible and faith. (Lay Lead-
ership Development, Long Range Planning, Church Council) 

Leadership: gives a believer the confidence to step forward, give direction and provide motivation to fulfill a dream 
or complete a task. (Committee Chairperson) 

Mercy: motivates a believer to feel deeply for those in physical, spiritual, or emotional need and then act to meet that 
need. (Home/Hospital/Institution Visitation, Social Ministry) 

Music: gives a believer the capability and opportunity to present personal witness and inspiration to others through 
music. (Special Event Music, Substitute pianist, Vacation Bible School- Music Program, Church Choir, Sunday 
School Song Leader) 

Shepherding: gives a believer the confidence, capability and compassion to provide spiritual leadership and direction 
for individuals or groups of believers. (Adult In-Home Bible Study Leader, New Member Sponsor, Young-Adult 
Counselor, Small Group Leader) 

Service: enables a believer to work gladly behind the scenes in order that God's work is fulfilled (Computer Program-
mer/Data Entry, Newsletter help, P.A./Sound System Technician, Child Care, Building/Grounds Upkeep, Kitchen 
Cleaning, Providing Transportation) 

Skilled Craft: the gift that enables a believer to create, build, maintain or repair items used within the church. 
(Building Maintenance/Upkeep, Electrical/Masonry/Plumbing/Roofing, Mechanical Repair/Maintenance, Computer 
Maintenance, Web-Page Developer) 

Teaching: enables a believer to communicate a personal understanding of the Bible and faith in a clear way. (Adult 
Bible Class Teacher, Sunday School Teacher, Teen Bible Class Teacher, Vacation Bible School Teacher) 

Wisdom: allows the believer to sort through opinions, facts and thoughts in order to determine what solution would 
be best for the individual believer or the community of believers. (Long Range Planning, Church Council) 

Writing: gives a believer the ability to express truth in a written form which can edify, instruct and strengthen the 
community of believers. (Newsletter Article Writer, Newsletter Editor, Public Relations/Publicity, Letter Writing) 
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Annual Conference 2010                                                                                                                                     
submitted by Marilyn Culler 

The Annual Conference of the Indiana United Methodist Church was held at Ball State University in Muncie, June 10-13. 
This year’s theme was “Practice Faith.” Gobin had 7 representatives: P.T. Wilson, Ann Newton, Bob Newton, Beth New-
ton-Watson, Lisa Trigg, Paul Wright and Marilyn Culler.  

In addition to attending plenary, education, and worship sessions, Gobin representatives attended meals focusing on Na-
tive American Ministries, Reconciling Ministries, a Guatemala Mission project, and Youth, Young Adult and Campus 
Ministries. 

Those in attendance heard a number of reports on how the new, combined Indiana Conference is working. Jeff Hansen 
was recognized as one of 20 nominees for the “Bread and Basin” Award. Congratulations to Jeff on his nomination. Two 
new churches were approved – the Movie Theatre Church in Indianapolis and the New Song Fellowship in Valparaiso.  
Three foundations from both the former north and south conferences were combined into one foundation. The conference 
budget was approved, but not without a lively discussion on the conference tithe. Gobin’s conference tithe is paid in full. 
There will be no funding in the upcoming year for campus ministries in Indiana. 

Property insurance for churches was discussed at length in one of the plenary sessions. The conference office will be 
sending out more information on insurance requirements to Boards of Trustees in September. 

Special offerings were approved as follows for the upcoming year: January – Human Relations Day; February – Campus 
Ministries; March – One Great Hour of Sharing; April – Native American Ministries; May – Peace with Justice; July – 
Compassion Fund; October – World Communion Sunday; November – Student Day.  

Bishop Robert Schnase, author of “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations,” which several groups at Gobin have studied, 
led three very informative sessions for the entire conference body on being “fruitful congregations” and “practices of 
fruitful living.” He discussed the “fundamental, critical activities we need to get right.” For instance, Radical Hospitality 
belongs to all five elements of fruitful congregations. Schnase pointed out too often people “pass things off to other com-
mittees.” Schnase emphasized was the practice of tithing. “Issues of money are also issues of faith,” he said. “That single 
act of tithing changes how we look, spend, save and give money. God uses your generosity to reconfigure your interior 
life.” 

The laity session included information on the 2012 General Conference. Delegates from Indiana will be elected at Indi-
ana’s 2011 Annual Conference, which will be held again at Ball State. The conference office will send out information 
later this year regarding nominating delegates to the jurisdictional and general conferences.  

Youth 2011, a national conference for United Methodist youth, will be held at Purdue University July 13-17, 2011. 
Clergy, spouses, and surviving spouses who passed away in the last year were remembered during a memorial service 
Friday evening. During this service, Rev. David V.W. Owen preached on remembering our heritage. He said, “If we 
really believe God acted in previous generations, we can believe that God will act in our generation.” Approximately 660 
people participated in Saturday afternoon’s service projects around Muncie. Ann Newton volunteered to package meals at 
the local food pantry warehouse. 

A beautiful Celebration of Ministry service was held Sunday morning, which included the ordination of 19 elders and 3 
deacons. Bishop Michael Coyner gave an address based on John Wesley’s tenant of “Do not trifle.” He challenged those 
in attendance to spend time on the important things in life: God, family, being ready when a ministry opportunities come 
along, and having a sense of urgency in your ministry about what is important. He said, “When we lose sight of purpose, 
we immerse ourselves in details.” 

As part of the Celebration of Ministry service, P.T. Wilson was been reappointed as the pastor for Gobin Memorial 
United Methodist Church for the upcoming year. Welcome back, P.T.! 

For more information on Annual Conference, go to www.inumc.org and click on “Annual Conference”. 
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" The earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12th dealt a lethal blow to the infrastructure, government institutions, and eco-
nomic systems unprecedented in modern times," so UNICEF says. Well, having seen it with my own eyes, for 9 days in May, 
2010, it is certainly in worse shape than either Sierra Leone or Liberia in Africa. 
 

In order to be on the first flight of the day into Port-au-Prince (PAP), Robert( my grandson) and I arrived in Miami at 11:30 
p.m. and sat up for the rest of the night. At 5 a.m. we were on the 3 hour flight to PAP . The airport was functioning but there 
were huge cracks in the floor and in the side of the terminal building. Thanks to Bob’s sister’s church in Wichita, who spon-
sored the mission, arrangements had been made to transport us to the regional airport at the other end of the runway, and we 
were on our way to Cap Haitian before noon. In a little "puddle jumper" we flew in two shifts north for 25 minutes and then 
waited 2 hours in the heat of the day for the second group and the luggage. There were 20 of us. An old school bus took us 15 
miles to Milot which was to be our headquarters for our mission to the tiny town of Lambert and the clinic and school where 
we were to work. 
 

We had been prepared for the outstretched hands and the pleading voices of very young children asking for "dollahs?" Even 
before the earthquake, statistics told a sad story about Haiti’s extreme poverty and lack of natural resources: one in every 13 
infants dies before the age of 5 and 30% of children under 5 are chronically undernourished. Families exist on less than 50 
cents and a handful of cornmeal a day. In addition they live with one of the highest rates of HIV/AIDS in the world. 55% of 
school age children do not attend school. In the group of 40 women I was to teach, only 2 or 3 would be able to read. We were 
not there for rehabilitation from the earthquake. We were there to deal with the grinding poverty and deprivation that existed 
before 230,000 had been killed by the earthquake and before 650 injured had been airlifted from PAP to the 75 bed hospital in 
Milot. We arrived with 8 suitcases of donated medicine, 4 doctors, a nurse practitioner, and 2 social workers, and 13 willing 
volunteers to augment an existing clinic with one Haitian doctor and nurse, and to help at an already functioning church and 
school with 250 plus students. We were there to help Haitians help Haiti, and to empower them to help themselves. This mis-
sion was to give the people of Lambert, a small rural community 7 miles from Milot, the prospect of becoming self-sustaining 
and to bring resources to enable them to "provide for their own families with dignity, pride, and hope," as the Empowering 
Haiti brochure states. 
 

But we were among the fortunate to have cold running water (a rain tank on the roof of our building) for showers, and bottled 
clean drinking water bought by our mission director, for electricity in the evening when the generator was running. We had 
wonderful cooks (3) who made breakfast and dinners for us every night (often home made cake), and beds to sleep in. So we 
did not live like the Haitians but like visiting Americans with few to no hardships. 
 

Everyday we went to Lambert and worked with the community teetering "on the edge of extreme poverty, where the basic ne-
cessities of life–food, water, sufficient housing and health care–are everyday struggles" (see above brochure). And in the proc-
ess we served 450 people in the clinic in 4 days, giving out compassion, concern, medicines, vitamins, pregnancy tests, and 
what healing we could; taught 35-45 women in the micro-lending group; shared our lunches with the school teachers and trans-
lators; spent an hour every day with 50-60 children in different grades doing Bible School activities; and re-supplied the Com-
munity Store with used clothing, sewing supplies, and toiletry items. One of our group, a carpenter, and several volunteers 
helped a church worker roof his new home. We visited an orphanage for abandoned babies, doctored one of them, and played 
with many. The folks in Lambert also gave us a party with dinner, dancing, and political satire. 120 villagers attended. It was 
super! Also visited a rum plantation and many got a taste of the product! And on our last day we climbed up to the top of The 
Citadel, an old fortress outside of Milot, on ponies. While there, we had stunning views of the beautiful country side, the 
mountains, and a tour of the 1805 castle, built by slave laborers. 
 

But we too were impacted by the earthquake and all the Non-Governmental Organizations present in Milot to help the earth-
quake victims. We were stunned by the huge tents for the evacuees, impressed by the 450 American 

surgeons performing amputations living in air conditioned tents on the hospital grounds, grateful for the container from an 
Episcopal diocese in North Carolina outfitted to make "on the spot" prostheses. We were surprised 

by the condition of the roads that made the 7 mile trip to Lambert take 45minutes each morning and evening. We were dis-
turbed by the numbers of informal artisans who greeted us in Milot every morning and evening insistently pleading for us to 
buy their traditional folk wares. 
 

Hopefully, our Interfaith Ministry witnessed to the love of Jesus spiritually, physically, and materially for all people, especially 
those under difficult circumstances, and gave hope to the Haitians that they are not forgotten by those of us more privileged 
only a few hundred miles north of them. We have pictures. 
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