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NO ORANGES, PLEASE !!!  for February 2010   

Our time of recovery con-
tinues at Gobin Memorial 
United Methodist Church.   

 The second chap-
ter of Nehemiah contains 
a story that is easy to fol-
low, a drama that inspires 
the heart, and a phrase that 
is one of the most disgust-
ing in all the Bible.  Nehe-
miah seeks permission 
from his King (and 
Queen) to return to and 
rebuild Jerusalem.  The 
King agrees to do so and 
even grants supplies to be 
purchased for the rebuild-
ing.  And once there, Ne-
hemiah begins a life long 
tension with those who 
don’t wish for Jerusalem 
to be rebuilt. 

 On the third day of 
his arrival, Nehemiah gets 
up in the middle of the 
night and travels around 
what is left of the Temple 
area.  It had been des- 
troyed decades ago by the 
Babylonians but the very 
foundations of its walls 
and gates can still be 
found.  Scholars believe 
that he had been staying 
just west of the Temple 
Mount area and that he 
traveled counter-

clockwise as he inspected 
what had at one time been 
the entrance and protec-
tion of the worship site of 
the Jews.   

 Upon his return he 
announces that it is time 
to begin the rebuilding 
and that immediately he 
had those who committed 
themselves “to the com-
mon good.”  And yet there 
are three persons in au-
thority who like the way 
things had become.  They 
don’t want the Temple 
and city to become forti-
fied again.  Whatever their 
reasons, they don’t want 
change.  Nehemiah af-
firms that “the God of 
heaven” will give them 
success.  And, Nehemiah 
declares that those three 
individuals “have no share 
or claim or historic right 
in Jerusalem.”  (NRSV)  
Thus begins a period of 
separateness, of segrega-
tion, of isolationism, and 
of rejection that lasts for 
centuries. 

 Gobin Church is 
now entering a period of 
rebuilding.  Actually, 
we’re already in the phase 
of inspection and assess-

ment (just don’t expect to 
find me riding an animal 
around the church in the 
middle of the night!).  In 
recent days we’ve in-
spected our financial pro-
cedures.  Jennifer Galla-
gher, the Indiana Confer-
ence Treasurer, came to 
Greencastle and met with 
our Oversight Task Force.  
We’ve inspected our phi-
losophy and approach to 
Missions.  We’ve re-
viewed and inspected the 
responsibilities that the 
Trustees have to the rest 
of the congregation.  
There’ll be more inspec-
tions that will include ar-
eas of programming like 
education and worship, 
areas of service like the 
Summer Enrichment Pro-
gram, and the work of 
spiritual formation as it 
occurs throughout the 
ministries of this congre-
gation.  I expect this phase 
to take at least a full year 
and we certainly don’t 
wish to rush it. 

 And, there is a 
danger to this period of 
our recovery.  Nehemiah 
excluded people.  He did-
n’t try to work things out 
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with those who disagreed with 
him or even find “win-win” sce-
narios.  He simply kept others 
out.  He excluded those who did-
n’t follow his instructions.  He 
succeeded in the short run in be-
ing able to rebuild the walls and 
gates of the Temple.  He failed in 
the long run by setting up divi-
sions among the Jewish people 
that nearly destroyed them hun-
dreds of years later.  Any time 
there is a boundary between peo-
ple you will find one group who 
are “in” and the other group who 
are “out.”  Nehemiah had clear 
ideas about who needed to be 
kept “out” of this work.  And 
thus begins a period in the Jewish 
faith that becomes so divisive 

Christians believe only the Son of 
God could set things back on 
track.   

 Since August our congre-
gation has been as transparent as 
possible regarding the events that 
nearly ruined us.  Our months of 
trauma and chaos have now led 
into a year or more of recovery.  
Not everyone is of the same mind 
regarding the directions we 
should take and there have been 
healthy and important discussions 
with each step taken.  The key to 
our future is the word transpar-
ency.  I invite you to follow these 
three suggestions.  Ask whatever 
you like about decisions being 
made and we will get answers to 
you as best we can.  Offer to help 
in whatever areas of ministry you 

feel directed to serve whether 
they be in areas of familiarity or 
new areas of service.  Pray for 
our congregation, our leaders, our 
Church Council, and your pastor.   

 And if you feel that some-
one has no share, no claim, or no 
right to be involved in the minis-
tries of this congregation and its 
future successes, please remind 
yourself of what that attitude pro-
duces in the long run.  So far, 
I’ve not heard a single word 
questioning anyone who is get-
ting involved in making Gobin 
Church a better congregation.  
May that continue for the years 
ahead! 

                            P.T. Wilson 

Pitch-in and Program after Worship on February 14 th  

In February we return to having pitch-ins and programs after our Sunday morning worship 
service.  For the next three months they will still be held on the second Sunday of the 
month; there is discussion about changing to another Sunday in the fall. 

February 14th  The Missions Committee invites you to share in a power point  
   presentation from Ann Newton regarding her Fall 2009 mission 
   trip to Liberia.  Recently given at Kiwanis, she kept the capacity- 
   filled audience spellbound as she stated “This was the first trip  
   where I felt hope for the people and children of Liberia.”   

March 14th  The Endowment Committee and Stewardship Committee will be 
   hosting this pitch-in with a speaker on Estate Planning. 

April 11th  The Education Committee is hosting Rev. Tony Alstott to lead us 
   in a Child Protection Guidelines workshop.   

 

Melissa Zimmerman is our Guest Speaker on February 28th 

 Now a Certified Candidate for Ordained Ministry in the United Methodist Church, 
Melissa Zimmerman will be graduating from DePauw in May and going on to seminary.  Be-
fore she does so she has been asked to preach for a second time at Gobin Memorial during the 
season of Lent.  Recently returned from her first trip to Israel, she has now walked in many of 
the places where Jesus walked and will share some of her experiences during her message.   
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 January 31, 2010 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany      
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      
    Text:   Luke 4:  1-4      
    Message:  “Bread”      
    Hymns:  #580 “Lead on, O King Eternal”   
       #273 “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands”  
       #356 “When We Are Living” 

 February 7, 2010 Holy Communion        
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
� � � � Text:   Luke 4:  5-8      
    Meditation:  “Worship, Serve”     
    Hymns:  #617 “I Come with Joy”    
       #571 “Go, Make of All Disciples” 

 February 14, 2010 Transfiguration of the Lord       
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      
    Text:   Luke 4:  9-13      
    Message:  “Testing God”      
    Hymns:  #733 “Marching to Zion”    
       #451 “Be Thou My Vision”    
       #402 “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” 

 February 17, 2010 Ash Wednesday        
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      
    Text:   Mark 9:  49-  10:  1     
    Sermon:  “Have Salt in Yourself”    
    Hymns:  #  77 “How Great Thou Art”   
       #273 “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands”  
       #269 “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 

 February 21, 2010 First Sunday in Lent        
    Children’s Message: P.T. Wilson      
    Text:   Mark 10:  13-16     
    Message:  “Jesus’ Hands”     
    Hymns:  #103 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
       #297 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”   
       #301 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 

 February 28, 2010 Second Sunday in Lent       
    Children’s Message: Teddy Shuck      
    Text:          
    Guest Speaker: Melissa Zimmerman, Depauw 2010  
    Hymns:  #  77 “How Great Thou Art”   
       #526 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  
       #288 “Were You There” 
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